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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 



The following Treatise is one of the three 
Prize Essays on Systematic Beneficence 
sent ont under the auspices of the Tract So- 
ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
We feel great pleasure in submitting it to 
the Christian public. It is full of strong 
thoughts, clearly and forcibly expressed. 
Its appropriate title appeals to the soundest 
convictions and purest desires of the true 
Christian. 

"Property consecrated." What reflect 
ing man does not realize that he has re- 
ceived his earthly possessions from God I 
He cannot supply one particle of the mate- 
rial, or of the mental and muscular energy, 
or of the mechanical skill or power upon 
which the production of wealth depends, 
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These are all gifts from bis heavenly Father. 
And what honor is conferred upon him in 
being constituted an agent in the practical ex- 
ercises of divine benevolence ! The goods are 
entrusted to him that he may share with God 
the holy delights of charity, and the invalua- 
ble blessings of Christian enterprise. He is 
made a beneficiary that he may be a bene- 
factor. How, then, is he to hold the treas- 
ures committed to his care t As exclusively 
his own ? As devoted to selfish ends I No. 
With pious gratitude it should all be conse- 
crated to the service of God, bo that every- 
thing demanded by the exigencies of the 
Church and the wants of humanity should 
be deemed sacred to the purposes of Chris- 
tian beneficence. Who can describe the re- 
sults of "Property consecrated " — the prop- 
erty of the whole Church, of each individual 
of the Chnrah, so set apart to the service of 
God as that no unjust proportion of it shall 
be used upon self, none whatever squan- 
dered in worldly extravagance, and all that 
in requisite for the purposes of benevo- 
lence shall be ready at a moment's notice! 
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"Honoring God." To this the good man 
is solemnly devoted. He often regrets that 
he does not better succeed in accomplishing 
it. He asks with deep concern, "How Bhall 
I honor God*" Especially, "How shall I 
honor him with my earthly possessions I" 
These are too often a snare to him. He finds 
himself unduly attached to them. His con- 
science not (infrequently rebukes him for 
the reluctance he feels in parting with them, 
even for the noblest purposes of Christian 
benevolence. He mourns over this weak- 
ness, if not evidence of remaining deprav- 
ity. He would desire, we assume, to be 
relieved from these- embarrassments — to 
learn how he can make all his worldly 
employments subserve his spiritual inter- 
ests — how he can become happy in giv- 
ing all due support to the claims of God — 
how he may, so far as his responsibility ex- 
tends, remove all temporal embarrassments 
from the Church, and secure the greatest 
possible efficiency for all her enterprises. 
Let him read this little book. It will con- 
duct him to God's own method of solving all 
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these problems, and at the same time se- 
cure the richest returns of true satisfaction, 
business prosperity, and spiritual enlarge- 
ment 

To many this essay will be a welcome mes- 
senger. It will confirm them in principles 
already adopted, and strengthen their noble 
purposes for the future. It will reach mul- 
titudes of others who liave been by no 
means deficient in liberality, but whose 
methods of giving have been without sys- 
tem. To snch, we trust, it will be a word 
in season, which will bring order out of 
chaos. Under its genial teachings and per- 
suasions their Christian benevolence will 
assume a regularity and consistency most 
efficient and reliable for the demands of 
humanity and religion. 

Jxssb T. Pbok. 

$ww-Yoxx, Di 20, 1865. 
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nrrBODucroBY — the thpobtanor of a care- 
ful INVESTIGATION OF THE DIVINE WILL IK 
RELATION TO BENEFICENCE. 

Those who have an intelligent conception 
of Christianity, or, what is far better, an ex- 
perimental knowledge of it, are aware that 
it is a new life, consisting in love' to God 
and man. While God claims oar devotion 
as hia own peculiar right, he also commands 
the largest benevolence toward our fellow- 
men — a benevolence reaching into all the 
manifold activities of life. To inspire us to 
live such a life he has himself given us an 
example of it on the grandest scale. We 
3ee in the plan of salvation revealed in the 
Bible, the munificence of a God. The 
Father withholds not his only-begotten Son, 
but delivers him up freely for na all 
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Jesus, who was rich, becomes poor, that we 
through his poverty might be rich. He 
went about on the earth a way-faring man, 
acquainted with grief, engaged in doing 
good; and, as the last and greatest token 
of his lore, died on Calvary, thereby pur- 
chasing an eternal salvation for onr guilty 
race. 

This manifestation of benevolence stands 
in startling contrast with the spirit of our 
■world, which is proud, rebellious unbelief. 
Sin does indeed present itself in many 
forms, and is called by many names ; bnt 
the ruling spirit in the heart of man is edf- 
iefmeaa. "We cannot escape its presence, for 
it meets us in every thoroughfare of life : in 
all our social, commercial, and political rela- 
tions ; in the young and the old, the moral 
and the immoral ; yes, strange as it may 
Beem, even among those who claim to be 
influenced by the noblest and holiest mo- 
tives. 

While we recognize selfishness as the 
great prevailing form of sin, an examina- 
tion of the many phases in which selfishness 
reveals itself, will compel us to confess that 
oovetouanett — taken in that restricted sense 
in which it is used to express the inordinate 
desire of obtaining and hoarding property— 
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is the most prevalent and dangerous form of 

selfishness. Careful observation will assure 
us that, in the Christian world at least, this 
form of selfishness has an alarming univer- 
sality. Thousands readily yield to its insid- 
ious pretences who are accustomed to look 
with amazement upon all other forms of 
sin ; and while they despise the enslavement 
of others, fail to see the chains by which 
they are bound. 

The love of property seems to be a native 
principle of the mind, existing in some de- 
gree of development wherever man is found. 
Viewing it in its healthy operation, there is 
nothing in it calling for condemnation ; but 
when allowed to gain the mastery, it is the 
most rapacious and tyrannical of all the 
human passions, and has ever called forth 
the severest rebuke of the moralist, and the 
keenest ridicule of the satirist. It wields a 
powerful influence in instilling habits of in- 
dustry and economy ; and there are advan- 
tages and refinements which seem to depend 
upon it for existence. But when it has once 
gone beyond the design for which it was 
implanted, it crushes with fearful malignity 
all the blessings that grew in its path ; it 
associates with itself the worst of all the 
vices, and, from the company following in 
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10 SYSTEMATIC BENEFICHHCH. 

its train, proves itself to be the prolific 
parent of a thousand schemes of dishonesty • 
and oppression. 

Yet there is probably no form of sin 
which is denounced in the word of God more 
plainly or frequently than covetousness. The 
Old Testament Scriptures are full of warn- 
ings and threatenings against it. Our Sav- 
iour 1 often refers to this sin when addressing 
his apostles or the multitude, and always 
passes upon it the most severe condemna- 
tion. The Apostle Paul makes the broad 
assertion, that "the love of money is the 
root of all evil," and the observation of 
eighteen hundred years attests its truth. He 
describes the covetous man as an idolater, 
than whom there is no more offensive char- 
acter in the sight of God. 

If it be asked, Why then the alarming 
progress it has made? the answer is, There 
is no sin so ensnaring, or more apt to gain 
the mastery of the soul. It acquires its com- 
manding power by almost imperceptible 
advances, carefully administering soothing 
opiates to the conscience, and thus quietly 
assumes its supremacy in the heart. Hav- 
ing gained this despotic authority, it only 
presents such motives for action as avail to 
continue the enchantment and thraldom of 
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its victim. It rarely suggests the hoarding 
of money, and the acquirement of houses 
and lands, for the mere desire of accumula- 
tion; much less does it propose the gratifica- 
tion of unholy and depraved passions. Its 
efforts are made before the character is fixed, 
and when the heart is the most readily de- 
ceived. Assuming the garb of prudence, it 
comes to the young man commencing busi- 
ness, and whispers of the necessity of secur- 
ing a reasonable competency or independ- 
ence; but the principles which it inculcates, 
as the necessary means to obtain the desired 
end, lead with certain steps to avarice. 
When he comes to mature years, and has 
acquired all his most sanguine wishes led 
him to seek, instead of releasing its hold, a 
firmer grasp is obtained under the alleged 
propriety of making such a wise provision 
for the future as may secure him from the 
misfortunes incident to the decline of life. 
This provision is made ; and when we expect 
the long-closed heart to open to the noble 
influences of beneficence, it fastens upon the 
purest feelings of his nature, and suggests 
the necessity of procuring and Betting aside 
an abundance for his family, who may be 
soon called upon to contend with the heart- 
lessness of the world, without the protection 
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of 'his strong arm. Or, if such ties are 
wanting, it offers the magnificent but de- 
ceptive delusion of hoarding, while life lasts, 
to erect a noble foundation of charity to 
bless the succeeding generation. Thus the 
bold game of deception is carried on ; and 
the soul, often unconscious of its folly, yields 
to the gilded sophism ; the heart grows 
hard and insensible to the pressing claims of 
God and humanity, until at last it sinks into 
the embrace of death — a death that never 
dies! 

The perils of which we speak not only 
threaten the man of the world, whose ear is 
closed to the claims of God and religion, bnt 
demand watchfulness on the part of the 
Christian. "We do not hazard too much 
when we say that covetouaness is the great 
sin of the Church. It has been brought 
about in this manner. That godliness 
which is particularly profitable in securing 
a place in the kingdom of heaven, has also 
a provision for the present life. This is the 
basis of that temporal prosperity which is a 
marked characteristic of all Christian lands. 
The restraints which religion puts upon those 
passions and appetites that consume the 
means of the wicked man, enable its pos- 
sessor to accumulate more property than is 
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Bctnslly necessary for his physical and social 
wants. It has taught him to be " diligent in 
business," and he has realized that "the 
blessing of the Lord makcth rich." Upon 
the proper nse of this superfluity the contest 
l>egins. If the deceitfnlness of the heart 
and the selfish influences with which he is 
surrounded, gain the ascendency, he turns 
the blessing of God into a curse. This has 
been the sad history of many "unfaithful 
and unprofitable servants." Yet God has 
not neglected to warn his servants on this 
perilous point in their lives. He says : — 

" Beware, lest when thou hast eaten, and 
art full, and when thy flocks and herds 
are multiplied, and thy silver and thy gold 
are multiplied; then thy heart be lifted 
up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, and 
thou say in thy heart, My power and the 
might of my hand hath gotten me this 
wealth." 

If you have observed the lives of those 
who sustain Ohnrch relations, yon will at 
once perceive the force of the following state- 
ment from an eminent minister of Christ. 
If in danger, may it convey a timely warn- 
ing to yonr soul I He says : — 

"The love of money has proved the eter- 
nal overthrow of more professing Christiana 
2 
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14 SYSTOMATIO HKKKFICEXCE. 

than any other sin, because it is almost the 
only crime that can be perpetrated, and yet 
anything like a decent profession of religion 
maintained." 

If what we have written ia founded in 
truth, it will follow that one of the pressing 
wants of the world and the Church, is & 
remedy for covetonsness. So far in the his 
tory of the world, no remedy provided by 
the highest wisdom of man, has gone further 
than an attempt to correct what might be 
called its excesses. Nor is it probable that 
human effort can go a step beyond this. 
Bat can it be thought, by any intelligent 
Christian, that God has neglected to provide 
in his word a course of action or practice) 
which will fully counteract its evil influences, 
and correct the wanderings of man when he 
has forsaken the path of righteousness I 
Why, then, is there not a well-defined prin- 
ciple and practice of beneficence taught in 
the Church — such a practice as would not 
only be a bulwark for the personal safety 
of its members, but make the progress of 
Christianity a triumphal march among the 
powers of the earth ? Let the question be 
answered in the eloquent words of the author 
of Mammon : — 

" In the early age of the Christian Church, 
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the heavenly art of embalming property and 
making it immortal, was not only known bat 
practiced; but, like the process of another 
embalming, it has now, for ages,. been prac- 
tically lost. Not that its principles hare 
been unknown : these have always presented 
themselves on the page of truth in lines of 
tiring light. But, though benevolence has 
never been unknown as a theory, the per- 
verting influence of a worldly spirit has been 
rendering it more and more impracticable 
as an art. So that now, when the obvious 
application of its principles is pointed out, 
and the necessity of carrying these princi- 
ples into practice is daily becoming more 
urgent, we begin to be aware of the vast 
distance to which the Church has been 
drifted from the course of its duty by the 
current of the world, and how difficult it 
will be to effect a return." 

God is stirring up the Church to a sense 
of its delinquency on this important subject; 
and we are sanguine in the expectation that 
the day is not far distant, when the divine 
plan of systematic beneficence will become 
a living power in the Church of Christ. 
The strongholds of Satan trembled to the 
foundations, when the Church, after a sleep 
of a thousand years, started again in its 
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missionary operations. It appears now, to 
many far-seeing watchmen on the walls of 
Hon, that it needs but the revival of this 
companion spirit, and the kingdoms of .this 
world will speedily become the kingdoms of 
onr Lord and Saviour. And, as this opinion 
does not come from a class of enthusiasts, 
but from sober, earnest-hearted laborers in 
the great work of salvation, it claims our 
prayerful attention. It cannot be otherwise 
than of interest to those who are striving to 
" escape the corruption that is in the world 
through lust," and who desire to be influ- 
enced by the mind that was in their blessed 
Master. Even if not intent upon seeking 
the salvation of yonr soul, the attention 
that is bestowed upon it by an awakening 
Church ought to engage your thoughts long 
enough to make it a matter of careful con- 
sideration. 

We are convinced that no manner of in- 
vestigation is more important and determin- 
ate than to turn at once to God's revealed 
will, and seek, in its luminous pages, the 
principle and rules by which we may "honor 
God with onr substance." We shall not fail 
to arrive at some definite conclusion, recom- 
mending itself to our conscience and reason, 
that will be not only for the glory of God, 
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but for our personal happiness and advance- 
ment in the divine life. Let us go, then, 
"to the law, and to the testimony; if we 
speak not according to this word, it is be- 
cause there is no light in ns." 
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CHAPTER n. 

THE TJCACHING8 OF THE BIBLE OOHOEBHING THE 
OKIGIS AHD USE OP PBOFEETF. 

Wk propose now to inquire into the plain 
teaching of the Bible in relation to the ori- 
gin and right nse of property.. The exami- 
tioo, of necessity, will be somewhat limited, 
but sufficient to aid us in forming a right 
judgment 

1. God i» the aowce of all property : The 
fact of creation gives the Creator an original 
and supreme right over all created things, 
and his preservation of them confirms his 
title. Therefore the farthest reach of man's 
power cannot go beyond the collection and 
profitable employment of God's property. 
"Thine, Lord, is the greatness, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory, and 
the majesty: for all that is in the heaven 
and in the .earth is thine," " Every beast 
of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon 
a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of 
the mountains : and the wild beasts of the 
field are mine .... for the world is mine 
and the fullness thereof." "The silver is 
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TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLE. 19 

mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord 
of hosts." 

2. The possession of property is the gift of 
God. " Bat thoa slialt remember the Lord 
thy God : for it is he that giveth thee power 
to get wealth." " If ye shall hearken dili- 
gently unto my commandments which I com- 
mand you this day, to love the Lord your 
God, and to serve him with all your heart 
and with all your soul, that I will give you 
the rain of your laud in his due season, the 
first rain and the latter rain, that thou mayeBt 
gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine 
oil. And I will send grass in thy fields for 
thy cattle, that thon mayest eat and be full." 
" The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich." 
"Both riches and honor come of thee." 
"The generation of the upright shall he 
blessed. "Wealth and riches shall be iu his 
house." "By humility and the fear of the 
Lord-are riches, and honor, and life." Nor 
should we forget that the Bible presents 
many instances of good men, who were rich 
because of the special blessing of God. Of 
this class were Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
David, and Solomon. 

3. Property is not essential to present or 
future happiness, hit is often a source of 
care and trouble. "A good name is rather 
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to be chosen than great riches, and loving 
favor rather than Bilver and gold." "I had 
great possessions of great and small cattle 
above all that were in Jerusalem before me ; 
I gathered me also silver and gold, and the 
peculiar treasure of kings and of the prov- 
inces. . . . Then I looked on all the works 
that my hands had wrought, and on the 
labor that I had labored to do: and behold, 
all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and 
th<ite was no profit under the sun." " There 
is a sore evil which I have seen under the 
sun, namely, riches kept for the owners 
thereof to their hurt." 

Not only may we point to thousands of 
God's children who have rejoicingly passed 
their days in the vale of poverty, hut we 
will find that when they might have pos- 
sessed wealth they chose other blessings. 
Solomon asked wisdom in preference to 
riches, and God gave him both, because he 
had chosen wisely. Agar prayed, "Give 
me neither poverty nor riches." "Be not 
afraid when one is made rich, when the 
glory of his house is increased ; for when 
he dieth he shall carry nothing away." 
" Lo, this is the man that made not God his 
strength, but trusted in the abundance of his 
riches." "Behold, these are the ungodly, 
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who prosper in the world ; they increase in 
riches .... Surely thou didst set them in 
slippery places: thou castedst them down 
into destruction." " Wilt thon set thine eyes 
upon that which is not? for riches certainly 
make themselves wings ; they fly away as 
an eagle toward heaven." The ground of 
the rich man, in the parable, brought forth 
plentifully; but when he. thought to say to 
his soul, " Thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and 
be merry," God said unto him, "Thou fool, 
this night thy soul shall be required of thee : 
then whose shall those things be which thon 
hast provided V "Charge them that are 
. rich in this world, that they be not high- 
minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but 
in the living God, who giveth us richly all 
things to enjoy." 

4. The possession of property has a tend- 
ency to alienate the heart from God. " The 
care of this world, and the deceitfnlness of 
riches, choke the word, and he becometh 
unfruitful. " Jesus said to the young man 
inquiring," What good thing shall I do that 
I may have eternal life ? .... If thou wilt 
be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven: and come and follow me. 'But 
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when the young man heard that saving, he 
went away sorrowful : for he had great pos- 
sessions. Then said Jesus unto his disciples, 
Verily, I say unto you, That a rich man 
shall hardly enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." " They that will be rich fall into 
temptation, and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men 
in destruction and perdition. For the love 
of money is the root of all evil: which while 
some coveted after, they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows." 

5. Riches do not recommend the possessor 
to the fa/vor of God. " God accept eth not 
the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich 
more than the poor." "The rich and poor 
meet together : the Lord is the maker of 
them all." "Their silver and their gold 
shall not be able to deliver them in the day 
of the wrath of the Lord." Many that were 
rich cast much money into the treasury 
of the temple. "And there came a certain 
poor widow, and she threw in two mites, 
which make a farthing. Jesus called unto 
him his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Verily, I say imto you, That this poor widow 
hath cast more in, than all they which have/ 
cast into the treasury. For all they did cast 
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in of their abundance : but she of tier want 
did cast in all that she had, even all her 
living." This same truth is taught us in the 
many examples in which God has "chosen 
the poor of this world." Moses was the son 
of a poor Levite ; Gideon was a thresher ; 
David was a shepherd ; Amos was a herds- 
man; and the apostles chosen by the Saviour 
were poor and unlearned. 

6. The amplest recompense is promised to 
liberality. " If thou draw out thy soul to 
the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul ; 
then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy 
darkness be as the noonday. And the Lord 
shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy ~ 
sonl in drought, and make fat thy bones: 
and thou shalt be like a watered garden, 
and like a spring of water, whose waters fail 
not" " He that hath pity upon the poor, ' 
lendeth unto the Lord; and that which he 
hath given will ho pay him again." " He 
that giveth to the poor shall not lack." 
" Cast thy bread upon the waters ; for thou 
ahalt find it after many days." - " Whosoever 
shall give to drink unto one of these little 
ones a cup of cold water only, in the name 
of a disciple, verily, I say unto you, He shall 
in no wise lose his reward." " Give, and it 
shall be given unto you; good measure, 
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pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into your 
bosom." " Charge them that are rich in 
this world, . . . that they be rich in good 
■works, ready to distribute, willing to com- 
municate ; laying up in store for themselves 
a good foundation against the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life." 
"Honor the Lord with thy substance, and 
with the first-fruits of all thine increase : so 
shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and 
thy presses shall buret out with new wine." 
7. God denounces covetoumeas vn, tht 
strongest terms. " For the wicked hoasteth 
of his heart's desire, and blesseth the covet- 
ous, whom the Lord abhorreth." "For the 
iniquity of his covetousness was I wroth, and 
smote him." "They covet fields, and take 
them by violence ; and houses, and take 
them away : so they oppress a man and his 
house, even a man and his heritage. There- 
fore thus saith the Lord ; Behold, against this 
family do I devise an evil, from which ye 
shall not remove your necks." " Nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God." " For this ye know, that no ... . 
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
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God." Nor is the Bible wanting in examples 
of God's punishment of covetous persona. 
Balaam, Gehazi, and Judas stand as eternal 
way-marks, indicating how great is God's 
wrath against covetousness. 

The passages which we have quoted are 
but a few among the many which might be 
brought to bear upon the subject in hand; 
yet sufficient, if we let them hare proper 
weight in onr hearts, to lead us to an. under- 
standing of the fundamental principles of 
beneficence; and they will prepare onr 
minds for further investigation. They con- 
tain instruction for all time, and for all peo- 
ple ; and are not invalidated by the abroga 
tion of one dispensation, and the bringing in 
of another. 

Taking these passages of Scripture, and 
combining them into a harmonious whole, 
what do they teach in relation to the posses- 
sion and nse of property % Oan we not safely 
deduce from them the following proposi- 
tions % — 

1. All property hasiteoriginintheOeator; 
and man, when he «omes lawfully into the 
possession of it, receives it as a gift from God. 

2. The possession of property is not neces- 
sary for temporal happiness, nor to seenre 
the favor of God in the life to come. 
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3. The only lawfnl use of property is to 
employ it in beneficence, or at least so 
much of it as is not necessary for our tempo- 
ral wants. 

4. The only safe way to increase property 
is to employ it as God commands. 

The thought may arise in your mind that 
these principles formed no part of your early 
religions instructions, nor are they practiced 
by those among whom you worship as a 
Christian. But let not such thoughts ob- 
struct the truth, as this investigation may 
present it We are not inquiring what is 
the teaching and practice of the Church, nor 
of our best commercial circles ; but are seek- 
ing for light from God's word to guide us to 
a right use of the property he has in his 
goodness placed in our hands. In govern- 
ments, judicious reforms are often carried 
out by a strict examination and construc- 
tion of the constitution under which they 
act: religions institutions may profit by a 
like course, if pursued in honesty. 
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The passages of Scriptnre set forth in the 
previous chapter indicate the general prin- 
ciples which should guide us in the use of 
property, bnt do not command the practice 
of beneficence as a system. But may we 
not expect, a priori, in th& selection of a 
people to whom God designed a particular 
communication, to find revealed a system of 
beneficence as an integral part of the laws 
by which they were to be governed. This 
will appear the more probable when we con- 
sider that the selection of a people was not 
only designed to extend a knowledge of God, 
bnt to present its members " perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished nnto all good workB." 

The giving of property as a religious dnty, 
in accordance with an express command of 
God, in which was also indicated the charac- 
ter of the gift, seems to date back to the sacri- 
fices of the first family. As we pass down 
the sacred history, we find Abraham giving 
tithes to Melchizedek, priest of the most high 
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God, as a token of his gratitude to God for a 
special benefit. What strikes ns as peculiar 
in this transaction is, that Abraham gave 
one-tenth of the spoils, Heb. vii, 4, and in 
snch a manner as shows it to hare been the 
custom of the age. We also find Jacob, in 
the tow which he made at Bethel, covenant- 
ing with God to give him one-tenth of all 
his prosperity. There can be scarcely a 
doubt in the mind of the intelligent reader 
that a system of beneficence was in opera- 
tion long -before the giving of the Law upon 
Sinai. It did not rest upon some shadowy 
obligation, but was recognized as a high and 
holy duty— broad in principle, and efficient 
in practice. 

What proportion of property did God, in 
the organization of the Jewish Cfawrch, com- 
mand to be set aside for the purpose of be- 
neficence t 

The Jewish people were commanded to 
appropriate the tenth part of the produce of 
their fieldB for tie maintenance of the Le- 
vites. Num. xviii, 31. This tithe was paid 
not only from the vegetable products of the 
land, but it included also their goats, sheep, 
and homed cattle. Lev. xxvii, 33. Of the 
nine parts that remained after the titties 
were paid to the Levites, they set aside an- 
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other tenth part, which was applied toward 
celebrating certain feasts in the temple at 
Jerusalem. Dent xiv, 22, 23. Every third 
year this tithe was retained at home, instead 
Of being Bent to the temple as a portion for 
the poor. Dent, xiv, 28. Besides this they 
were to abstain from all the produce of 
newly-planted fruit-trees for the first three 
years, it being accounted oncircnmcised or 
unholy : the produce of the fourth year was 
declared holy, and was to be dedicated to 
the Lord. Lev. xbt, 23. These fruits of the 
fourth year were sent to the temple, or 
their equivalent was paid in money to 
the priests. They also offered to God every 
year " the first of all the fruits of the 
year." 

This contribution, large as it was, was 
chiefly designed for the temple service. An 
ample provision was made for the poor from 
other sources. The people were commanded, 
when they reaped, to leave untouched the 
eomers of the fields ; nor were they permit- 
ted to gather the gleanings of the harvest of 
aay kind. Lev. six, it, 10. In the later days 
of the nation, to prevent fraud, it was deter* 
mined to leave the sixtieth part of the land 
as a proper proportion for the poor. Every 
seventh year the land kept a Sabbath, in 
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which they did not sow ; and whatever grew 
in the fields this year was the common 
property of all— the servant as well as the 
master. Exod. xxiii, 10, 11. In this seventh 
year all debts were remitted ; Dent, xv, 1, 3;" 
the slaves of the nation were also liberated. 
Exod. xxi, 2. All this was a special pro- 
vision made for the poor; and it is farther 
enjoined upon them when they made a feast 
to remember the poor. 

But this was not all. "We are to add to 
it the ransom that was paid for the first- 
born male of every family and of the 
flocks ; the half-shekels for the sanctuary ; 
the three journeys each year to Jerusalem, 
to celebrate the great feasts, where " no one 
was to appear before the Lord empty." 
Even this enumeration does not take in all 
the contribntionB that the Jewish Bystem of 
beneficence required. 

"We have no doubt many would be led to 
presume that vohmiary contributions would 
find no place under such a comprehensive 
and exacting system. A reference to their 
history proves the contrary, and establishes 
a fact, which we wish kept in mind, that 
such a system had its highest valuation in 
the cultivation of a beneficent spirit fully 
equal to any demand that circumstances 
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might lay upon it Some of these voluntary 
contributions are worthy onr attention. 

When the Tabernacle was to be bnilt in 
the wilderness, "The Lord spake unto Mosee, 
saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, 
that they bring me an offering: of every 
man that giveth it wittingly with his heart 
ye Bhall take my offering." No sooner was 
the opportunity- given than "they came, 
both men and women, as many as were 
willing-hearted, and brought bracelets, and 
ear-rings, and'rings, and tablets, all jewels 
of gold ; and every man that offered, offered 
an offering of gold unto the Lord." Not 
only did the males — heads of families — con- 
tribute, but we are told that "all the wo- 
men that were wise-hearted did spin with 
their hands, and brought that which they 
had spun, both of blue, and of purple, and 
of scarlet, and of fine linen." Indeed, such 
a holy ardor incited them to give largely 
that they had need of restraint Those who 
had charge of the work said to Moses, "The 
people bring much more than enough for 
the service of the work which the Lord 
commanded to make." When the Taberna- 
cle was dedicated to the service of the Lord 
the same liberal spirit was manifested. 
These contributions, it should be remem- 
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bered, came from a nation that numbered 
but little more than half a million of males 
over twenty years of age, encamped in a 
territory not their own, and bat lately es- 
caped from bondage. 

The building and dedication of the temple 
was a much more liberal display of benefi- 
cence. David proposed bnilding it, but God 
gave the coveted honor to his illustrious 
son. This, however, did not abate his in- 
terest in the great work. In the midst of 
the most troublouB times, he commenced to 
gather together the material, with a 'zeal 
and munificence that strikes us with aston- 
ishment. " I have prepared for the house 
of the Lord," he says to Solomon, "a hun- 
dred thousand talents of gold, and a thou- 
sand thousand talents of silver: and of brass 
and iron without weight, for it is in abund- 
ance; timber also and stone have I pre- 
pared ; and thou mayest add thereto." Sol- 
omon continued the work in the same spirit 
of liberality. One hundred and fifty thou- 
sand men were engaged in the rougher pari 
of the labor; the wisest artisans of neigh' 
boring nations were employed on the finei 
work. He seems not to have used any of 
the treasure which hia hither prepared in its 
construction, but placed it as a permanent 
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treasure in the coffers of the temple. At last 
the world-renowned structure was completed, 
at a cost which has been estimated at not 
less than three thousand millions of dollars. 
The charities of oar day dwindle into insig- 
nificance when compared to it. The benefi- 
cence manifested at the dedication was on 
the same liberal scale. Remember, this was 
not a tax laid upon the people, given grudg- 
ingly at first, and then heralded by the giv- 
ers as a magnanimous act. The record of 
the transaction places the principles by 
which they were actuated beyond all doubt 
The historian says : " Then the people re- 
joiced, for that they offered willingly ; be- 
cause with perfect heart they offered vriU- 
ingh/ to the Lord." "David said, But who 
am I, and what is my people, that we should 
be able to offer so willingly after this sortt 
for all things come of thee, and of thine own 
have vie given thee." 

It will be Been at a glance, that those who 
speak of the beneficence of the Jews as a 
contribution of one-tenth of their annual 
prosperity, commit a great error. It has been 
estimated that not leas than one-third of their 
annual income was given to the service of 
the temple, the instruction of the people by 
the Levites, and for the maintenance of the 
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poor. Some writers hare not hesitated to 
say, that nearly if not quite one-half of the 
income was given away. 

It is not intended to assert that the institu- 
tions of the Mosaic dispensation are binding 
on ns as a Christian people. "We ought to 
be influenced by a larger spirit The law, 
however, " was onr schoolmaster to bring ns 
to Christ;" and we may at least expect to 
find in it the principles to guide us in our 



But what was the design of this grand 
system of beneficence I Not to entail poverty 
upon the nation, as the best condition for a 
people who would serve God ; for they were 
promised prosperity in proportion as they 
gave obedience to these commands ; and we 
know there was less pauperism in- Judea 
than in any other nation in their day. Not 
that there was an absolute necessity for this 
expensive temple service, as an instrument 
in the salvation of sonls ; for the same obj ect 
is equally well provided for under the Chris- 
tian dispensation, with greater simplicity and 
with less expense. Not that God is actually 
dependent upon those who have wealth for 
the support of his poor and unfortunate chil- 
dren; for he could send them manna and 
quails, as he did to a whole nation in their 
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jonmey from Egypt, or provide for them 
in a thousand other ways unknown to us. 

If we would rightly understand the mean- 
ing of this system, we most view it from a 
proper position. We must see in it our 
heavenly Father training a nation for some 
grand object. Can we not at once see that 
the chief design was to inculcate important 
principles ! How then shall we understand 
this plan of beneficence! The following prop- 
ositions seem to us to be a summary of its 
teachings: — 

1. It was designed to teach his chosen 
people that he was the source of all property ; 
that by placing them in possession of it for 
* limited time, he did not waive his claim, 
but constituted them his stewards to dispose 
of it both for his glory and the benefit of the 
holder. This appears to be the central prin- 
ciple, bo plainly set forth that a child may 
comprehend it. 

2. To give practical efficiency to this prin- 
ciple, it was incorporated into a system, 
comprehensive but simple, and enforced by 
the highest authority. 

S. It bound the services of the sanctuary, 
and benevolence to our fellow-men, by an 
indissoluble bond ; for it placed the temple 
service— including the maintenance of the 
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priests, and a sufficient provision for the 
poor — under equal obligation, and provided 
for them in the same system. 

i. It brought the whole secular life of the 
nation coder the influences of religion, pro- 
ducing the sanctincation of the common 
actions of life. 

The specific system which was provided 
for the Jewish Church has passed away, but 
its principles remain. This will become die 
more apparent, when we consider that all 
the objects for which it was provided still 
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■CHAPTER IT. 

THE BBNEKIOENOE COT THE OHltlBTTAN OH U BOH. 

In taming to the New Testament Scriptures 
to investigate the beneficent operations of 
the Christian Church, we may be allowed a 
few remarks which are deemed important, 
as we design proceeding intelligently and in 
the right spirit. 

The economy which God gave to the 
Jews was designed for a single nation, and 
that nation not a large one. It is to be 
looked npon as preparing a people for 
some great work, not as. a system compe- 
tent to perform the work for which the 
preparation was made. Bat the Chris- 
tian dispensation is final, designed to be 
world-wide, and for all coining time. The 
well-known command was, "Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations — and lo, I am with yon 
alway, even nnto the end of the world." 
May we not expect, therefore, to find in this 
new dispensation a system of beneficence, 
which, while it is based upon the comprehen- 
sive principles already elucidated, will provide 
for a like liberal, world-wide policy ? "We see 
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God enlarging and simplifying the means of 
salvation ; may we not expect to see the 
system of beneficence enlarged and simplified 
on a corresponding scale ! It must at least be 
equal to the grand design of the world's 
conversion. "While the Jewish system was 
of necessity conservative, it is equally neces- 
sary that the Christian system should be 



The history of the Christian Church in its 
earliest days is found in the Acts of the 
Apostles. This book is what it purports to 
be, a record of the most conspicuous acts 
of the Gospel company. It is not after the 
manner of many of our modern Church his- 
tories, an elaborate theory of Christianity 
supposed, and then the actions of these early 
Christians construed so as to support the 
theory. We are, therefore, to seek the prin- 
ciples by which they were guided, by an ex- 
amination of the facts presented to us* More 
than this may be premised. In examining 
the record of the Christian Church, as the 
history of a new institution, we may not 
expect to find the details of a well-defined 
system, but to see the principles of the 
founder embodied in a simple, comprehen- 
sive manner, as time and circumstances 
bring about the necessity for their exercise. 
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Not only will their practice be in direct ac- 
cordance with the Master's principles, bat 
also imbned with the spirit of his living ex- 
ample. We are too much accustomed to 
consider everything connected with the 
primitive Christians as supernatural, and by 
this erroneous judgment we strive to free 
ourselves from the suggestions and obliga- 
tions implied in their brilliant example. 
It was, indeed, a new and wondrous life that 
influenced them, but nothing more than the 
divine life. Such a life every one who has 
taken the name of Christ should possess, and 
in equal fullness. 

We may turn now to the history of the 
primitive Church. We find the little com- 
pany assembled at Jerusalem, in obedience 
to the Saviour's command, waiting for the 
promise of the Father, the descent of the 
Holy Ghost It comes like the sound of 
a rushing mighty wind, and fills the house. 
Appearing on their heads as cloven tongues 
of fire, it penetrates their hearts, and they 
begin to speak with tongues as the Spirit 
gives them utterance. The result of this out- 
pouring of the Spirit is the conversion of 
about three thousand souls, who were united 
by this regeneration to the company of the 
apostles. " All that believed were together, 
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and had all things common ; and Bold their 
possessions and goods, and parted them to 
all men, as every man' had need." This 
grand demonstration of beneficence is again 
spoken of in the fourth chapter, and the 
manner of it is noted in more specific 
detail. "Neither was there any among 
them that lacked; for as many as were pos- 
sessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the prices of the things that were 
sold, and laid them down at the apostles' 
feet ; and distribution was made to every 
man as he had need." 

These passages of Scripture, greatly to the 
injury of the Church, hare been wrested 
from their true meaning, to sustain the 
erratic notion of a community system. A 
carefnl examination of the occurrences, by 
the aid of the customs peculiar to that age, 
will lead us to an entirely different con- 
clusion. 

Inequality of wealth is not altogether an 
arbitrary distinction, designed to be de- 
stroyed by Christianity. It is no doubt 
peculiar to a sinful world; and is a wise 
and benevolent appointment of God, suited 
to our present condition, and designed to 
give scope to the cultivation of certain 
Christian virtues. Under the Jewish econ- 
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omy, God enforces the unceasing obligation 
of his command to provide for the poor 
by the assertion, " The poor shall never 
cease out of the land." Christ assured his 
disciples, "Ye have the poor always with 
you." Now, because the community sys- 
tem is discarded by the wisest and best 
men, has proven absurd in practice, and ia 
opposed to the general teachings of Scrip- 
ture, many have taken a prejudiced view of 
this first manifestation of beneficence by the 
Church. But a carefnl examination will 
certainly remove all apparent grounds for 
skeptical criticism. 

The persons converted on this memorable 
occasion were principally those who had 
come from a distance to keep the feast of 
the Passover. There is no good reason to 
suppose they were the needy and unfortu- 
nate ; much less were they beggars, or the 
refuse of the popnlation. At all the great 
religions feasts of the Jews, those who came 
from a distance brought sufficient provision 
for the journey and the short time they 
expected to remain, but nothing beyond 
this. The conversion of three thousand of 
these strangers cast them out of the society 
of the Jews and into the company of the 
disciples. There is no doubt this remarka- 
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ble outpouring of the Spirit, resulting in 
their conversion, detained them longer from 
their homes than (hey had anticipated, and 
left them without immediate means of sap- 
port God had a design in their detention. 
They were receiving instruction, in the truths 
of the Gospel, that they might bear with 
them to their homes a correct knowledge of 
the plan of salvation. To meet this neces- 
sity, the disciples sold such portions of their 
possessions as were sufficient to supply the 
present need of every man. 

That it was a free-will offering, according 
to the ability and liberality of the individual 
making it, and not a surrender of all they 
had, is evident ; for one is mentioned who 
sold all bis land, another who sold a part 
only. The words of Peter to Ananias prove 
this to be the proper interpretation: "WhilBt 
it remained, was it not thine own 3 and after 
it was sold, was it not in thine own powert" 
The sin of Ananias was not that he offered 
only a part of the price of his possessions, 
but that he lied unto God ; pretending that 
the money he offered the apostle was the 
whole avails of his land, when it was only a 
part. 

It appears, then, that this early act of benef- 
icence on the part of the Christian Church, 
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which is so worthy of remembrance as hon- 
orable in them and an example to as, was a 
consecration of their property to the service 
of religion ; and like all healthy, heaven-di- 
rected charity, it was sufficiently expansive 
to meet the necessities of the occasion which # 
called it forth. Not long after, deacons 
were appointed, whose principal duty was 
to distribute the bounty of the Church daily 
among the poor. 

Although no particular account of the 
system which gave stability and efficiency 
to their beneficence is found in the record, 
yet we are not to conclude that they were 
withont system. They brought, and " laid 
it at the apostles', feet;" and until the ap- 
pointment of deacons it seems the apostles 
attended to the distribution. Their benefi- 
cence was no fitful feeling, but a settled 
principle. The Apostle James makes it a 
distinguishing mark of the Christian reli- 
gion. " Fore religion and undented before 
God and the Father, is this, To visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world." John makes it no less a test of re- 
ligion ; for he Bays, " But whoso hath this 
world's goods, and seeth his brother hath 
need, and shntteth up his bowels of com- 

jpiizsiB, Google 



*4 aYBTCHATIO SSSSFICSSCB 

passion from him, how dwelleth the love of 
God in him)" 

It may be a matter of surprise to some 
that we have not found a specific rule on 
this important feature of an active Chris- 
tiaoity among the earliest notices of the 
Chnrch. A little reflection, however, will 
convince us that we are not to expect any 
such announcement of a system in the Chnrch 
at Jerusalem. We have already shown that 
systematic beneficence is not a new doctrine, 
peculiar to Christianity. Had it been a new 
doctrine, there wonld be some occasion for 
surprise at the silence of the historian. "We 
should look for such a modification of the 
old Jewish system, as would be necessary 
to conform it to the invigorating spirit of 
the Christian dispensation. These changes 
would be easily made, and attract but little 
attention. We must not fail to bear in mind 
that the history of the Church contained in 
the Acts of the Apostles was not so much 
designed to convey a knowledge of the form 
and discipline of the Church, as the progress 
it made in extending the kingdom of Christ 
But when new Churches were organized, in 
which the converts had been altogether or 
principally idolaters, and unacquainted with 
the Jewish economy, we may suppose that 
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specific direction would be given to them con- ' 
cerning beneficence, when the occasion re- 
quired it, no less than on other duties which 
their former religion had not inculcated. 
Therefore, in seeking such a rule, we may 
turn with greater probability of success to 
the epistles written to the Churches which 
had been organized beyond the immediate 
range of Jewish influence. 

The search is a short one, for, in the first 
epistle to the Corinthian Church, St. Paal, 
giving directions concerning a collection for 
the impoverished disciples -at Jerusalem, 
makes the following order : — 

"Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, as I have given order to the Churches 
of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of yon lay by 
him in store, as God hath prospered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come." 

This, we believe, is the law of Systematic 
Beneficence, to which all Christians should 
conform. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE CHRISTIAN LAW OF SYSTEMATIC BENEFI- 
CENCE, 

Thk position, then, which we propose to oc- 
cupy, is, that the Apostle Paul, writing to 
the Church at Corinth, tinder the direct 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, teaches the 
Christian Law of Systematic Beneficence. 
"We will quote again this important pas- 
sage. 

"Now concerning tire collection for the 
saints, as I have given order to the Churches 
of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you lay 
by him in store, as God bath prospered 
him, that there be no gatherings when I 
come." 

This system, commanded by St. Paul, was 
modeled upon a well-known custom of the 
Jewish Church in its later days. One of 
their plans of making provision for the poor 
was to make a collection on the Sabbath - 
day, A purse was provided in every syna- 
gogue to receive these weekly contributions, 
which was called "The purse of the Alms." 
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The modifications of the apostle consisted 
in changing the time of contribution from 
the Sabbath day to the Lord's day, and de- 
termining the amount of the contribution to 
be in proportion as God had prospered the 
giver. The first modification was necessary 
for the perpetuation of the system ; the 
second, essential to its highest purpose ; for 
the system was not only designed to meet 
the obligations of the Church in a pecuniary 
point of view, but also to discipline the re- 
ligious affections, leading to higher attain- 
ments in the' divine life. 

It is ad-risable to note in this place, that 
the system is in the highest degree manda- 
tory. It is a commend, net an exhortation. 
If we are able to show the great advantages 
of such a system, both to the Church and 
yourself, you may be induced to adopt it j 
but it cannot have that influence on your 
heart and life that is desirable, without you 
see in it a positive command. You will 
not even regard it in a proper manner with- - 
out yon have a thorough conviction that it 
is your duty. The command is as specific 
as that to preach the Gospel, and of no less 
binding obligation. No one will assert that 
it does not rest upon as sure a foundation as 
the change of the Sabbath from the last to 
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the firet day of the week. St Panl was 
always careful in his epistles to distinguish 
between the teachings of the Spirit and the 
suggestions of his own mind. This is not 
mentioned as the best system that the apos- 
tle could propose ; bat he says, " as I havt 
given order to the Churches of Galatia, ever 
so do ye." If you are inclined to answer 
that such a system has not been generally 
practiced in the Church for centuries, instead 
of invalidating the command you but prove 
how fearfully the Church of the living God 
" has been blinded by the god of this world," 
and insensibly seduced from the practice of 
that period which is appealed to by all 
Christians as the brightest example of a 
pure, active Christianity. The command to 
preach the Gospel to every creature was 
neglected for near a thousand years. But 
does any intelligent Christian argue from 
this negligence that the command of the 
Saviour was abrogated? It will be tie 
highest wisdom in us to confess our igno- 
rance and delinquencies with proper humili- 
ation, and return to the " old paths." 

We also affirm that it was designed as a 
general rule. This will oppose the idea 
which might arise in the minds of some, 
that it was for the Church at Corinth alone, 

jpiizsiB, Google 



THE CHBISTLUf LAW OF BENEFICENCE. 48 

or for a few Churches in that immediate 
vicinity. There is evidence in the passage 
itself to refute such an interpretation of the 
rule. "As I have given order to the 
Churches of Galatia, even so do ye." The 
same order was given to all the Churches of 
Achaia, of which province Corinth was the 
capital. So also was it given to the Churches 
in Macedonia, although they were in " deep 
poverty;" and they returned a noble re- 
sponse. We have reason to believe that the 
command was received and obeyed by all 
the Churches with whom the apostle had 
any intercourse. The epistle is directed not 
alone to the Corinthians, but "to aU that in 
every place call wpon, the name of Jesus 
Christ." There are, in this same epistle, im- 
portant rules relating to Church discipline, 
and precepts teaching purity of life, that 
were written to meet the peculiar state of 
affairs then existing at Corinth : does any 
one doubt that they were intended for the 
Church in all places, and for all coming 
time ! The principles of interpretation that 
would confine the application of this rule to 
the Corinthians alone, would compel ub to 
lay aside all the epistles. Yet we have 
heard this objection urged against it time 
and again. We must allow that God, by 
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his spirit of inspiration, speaks to the 
whole body of Christians through the epis- 
tleB addressed to local Chnrches, and for 
all ages, or we hare no "sufficient rnle 
either for onr faith or practice." 

The prin&iple which was to influence them 
in their beneficence, although not specifically 
set forth by the inspired writer, is of the 
greatest importance to a clear understanding 
of the rnle, and actually necessary to produce 
the two-fold benefit intended. The imme 
diate design of the contribution was to pro- 
vide for the wants of the poor saints at Jerusa- 
lem. A theme was here offered to the apostle 
that would afford the amplest scope for his 
unrivalled powers as a speaker. From the 
Church at Jerusalem had proceeded the 
great work of the world's conversion, of 
which the Corinthians had been the happy 
recipients; and therefore they might, with 
propriety, have been considered as specially 
indebted to these poor saints. They who now 
were in need of charity, had at one time dis- 
tributed liberally of their abundance, supply- 
ing the necessities of the poor ; but passing 
a few years in the midst of severe persecu- 
tions for the sake of the truth had stripped 
them of their worldly means, and they were 
in poverty. Can any one doubt that the 
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presence of the "apostle to the Gentiles," 
who had been the honored instrument in the 
establishment of the Church at Corinth, ex- 
ercising that wonderful gift of eloquence 
which pierced the hardened conscience of 
• the guilty Felix, would have produced a 
powerful impression? — can any one doubt 
his success in procuring a contribution fully 
equal to their ability had he presented them 
a glowing statement of the necessities of 
their brethren — their persecutions, and the 
manner in which they had borne the spoiling 
of their goods? Like their poor neighbors 
of Macedonia, they could have been brought 
to give beyond their ability. But he passes' 
by these topics, which form the staple of 
appeals in our days, and urges his claim 
through the holiest feelings of their renewed 
nature. " Ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich." 

He would have them consider how greatly 
they were indebted to a Saviour's love. He 
would have them remember that Jesus had 
laid aside the glory which he had with the 
Father, and became subject to the sorrows 
and poverty of earth until he had not where 
to lay his head, that they might become 
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heirs of God ; he would have them go and 
gaze upon the agony of Gethsemane, the 
terror of the cross, and then give for the 
sake of such a Saviour. For he well knew 
that if they were influenced in their henefi 
cence by this holy principle, not only would - 
the amount of their contribution answer the 
end proposed, but obtain favor with God, 
and leave a sanctifying influence on their 
hearts. It need not be urged upon the in- 
telligent reader that this is a matter of the 
highest importance. The charity of the 
present day seems rather to be under the 
impulse of the emotions than to flow from 
any well-defined principle. In most instan- 
ces he is the successful advocate of a benevo- 
lent scheme who can best enlist their sympa- 
thies for the object, and has the least to Bay 
about obligation and spiritual growth. This 
whole system of periodical play upon the 
emotions is deadly to principle. Any stream 
of beneficence that has not its fountain-head 
at the cross of Christ must be fluctuating in 
its flow, and doubtful in its influence upon 
the heart. 

It is this principle which modern benefi- 
cence stands in need of. It gives the only 
value to charity, and makes each act an 
occasion of religious joy. This gives the 
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widow's mite value beyond all computation, 
exalting it far above the largest gift from 
any other motives. It gives, even to a cup 
of cold water, an eternal remembrance, and 
especial commendation from the King of 
heaven. David said, "My goodness ©x- 
tendetb not to thee, but to the saints that 
are in the earth ;" but our Saviour tells us, 
" Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me." "We have no hope of any great 
reform in our beneficence until this prin- 
ciple has a permanent lodgment in the heart. 
It may be said to be of greater importance 
than system, for it alone will furnish a pro- 
per foundation for system. 

We cannot forbear quoting in this place 
some eloquent wordB from "Mammon" that 
have a direct bearing on this point. "Thus, 
while false religion makes alms-deeds a 
substitute for piety, the Gospel heightens 
benevolence into one of the most spiritual 
and improving duties the Christian can per- 
form. For, by imbuing his heart with the 
love of God, it enables him to taste the god- 
like enjoyment of doing good ; and, by teach- 
ing him to refer all his acts of benevolence 
to Christ, to perform them as expressions of 
gratitude to him, to hope for their accept- 
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ance through him, and to pray that they may 
tend to his glory, it keeps him near to the 
cross, in an atmosphere of spiritual and ele- 
vated piety. And when once he has become 
native to the element, when the expansive, 
delightful, irresistible power of the Saviour's 
grace has become his ruling motive, he would 
feel an inferior principle to be little less than 
degradation and bondage. He accounts the 
costliest sacrifice he can offer as poor; re- 
sents the limits which a cold and calculating 
selfishness would impose on his offering as 
chains and fetters ; and if called upon to pour 
forth his blood as a libation on the altar of 
Christian sacrifice, he would feel that he had 
rendered an ample explanation of his con- 
duct by saying, with the apostle, 'The love 
of Christ constraineth us.' " 

Having made these remarks, which seem- 
ed to us necessary -to a right apprehension 
of the system, we invite your attention to 
the direct teachings of this incomparable 
rule. 

1. It provides a charitable fund in the 
possession of every Christian, to be drawn 
upon as occasion requires. 

" Let every one of yon lay by him in store." 
The design of the apostle looks forward to 
the accumulation of a fund which belongs to 
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the Lord, and which the possessor holds as a 
steward, ready to distribute whenever a char- 
itable call is made. Certainly this is com- 
mendable in whatever light it is viewed ; 
and suggests that it is acceptable as & skillful 
financial arrangement. It would be folly to 
argue that any system of distribution can 
be successful that has not permanent and 
accessible resources. The experiment of do- 
ing business without capital is hazardous, we 
might say foolish, and the result is apt to be 
time spent to little or no purpose. 

The occasions of charity — laying aside the 
periodical calls of our well-known and praise- 
worthy benevolent institutions — are frequent, 
nor can we expect them to be less so; in- 
deed, quite too frequent for the consciences 
of those who have not yet learned " that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive." The 
calls of the destitute, the sick, the unfortunate, 
come within the sphere of our own distribu- 
tion, and generally require immediate atten- 
tion. How often do these calls come when, 
as the phrase is, " we are unprepared !" There 
may not be wanting the will to give ; but 
either the funds are not in our hands, or 
what is in our possession has already been 
laid aside for secular purposes. Even if the 
applicant is not turned away empty, the 
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contribution comes so " grudgingly " that the 
giver fails entirely to receive any spiritual 
benefit from it But this plan of setting aside 
a fund consecrated to the Lord, places our 
beneficence in a position where it is not af- 
fected by snch accidents and untoward cir- 
cumstances. One who provides for his be- 
neficence on this plan, not only finds himself 
ready when called upon, bnt he soon learns 
the blessing of doing good ; he knows that 
" the Lord loveth a cheerful giver." " No- 
thing remains bnt to make the appropriation. 
Such a man has no conflict with covetousness. 
The battle has been fought, and the victory 
won." 

There are those who have tested this plan, 
and their testimony is too valuable to be un- 
noticed hi an essay of this character. The 
plan lias peculiar advantages for those who 
are poor and in moderate circumstances in 
life. It alone can prepare them to give 
with ease and cheerfulness. This has been 
well illustrated by one whom we are accus- 
tomed to call a poor man. A shoemaker 
is mentioned in an Episcopal periodical at 
Burlington, New Jersey, whose benevolence 
was known to be large for one in his cir- 
cumstances. Being asked how he contrived 
to give so much, he replied that it was easily 
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done by obeying St. Paul's precept in 1 Cor. 
xvi, 2. " I earn," said he, " one day with 
another, about a dollar a day, and I can, 
without inconvenience to myself or family, 
lay by five cents of this sum for charitable 
purposes ; the amount is thirty cents a week. 
My wife takes in sewing and washing, and 
earns something like two dollars a week, and 
she lays by ten cents of that. My children 
each of them earn a shilling or two, and are 
glad to*contribute their penny ; so that alto- 
gether we lay by ua in stoi-e forty cents a 
week. And if we have been unusually 
prospered, we contribute something more. 
The weekly amount is deposited every Sun- 
day morning in a box kept for that purpose, 
and reserved for futnre use. Thus, by the 
small earnings, we have learned that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive." The 
simplicity and efficiency of this plan, as 
proved by this example, removes all neces- 
sity for exposition and exhortation; " The 
way-faring man, though a fool, need not err 
therein." The system needs but a trial by 
those whose means are small, hut whose 
hearts willingly respond to calls for benevo- 
lence. God has here provided a plan by 
which they may have the continued luxury 
of giving for his sake. 
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~Sar is this system, which some might be 
disposed to say was designed for the poor 
alone, without eqnal advantages to the rich 
man. The competition in business, and the 
burning desire to be wealthy, which seems to 
be a peculiarity of onr age, act very unfavor- 
ably upon those who acknowledge the justice 
of the claims of charity. Their capital is 
employed so as to present a bulwark against 
an extended beneficence, and the conscience 
is appeased with the thought that at some 
future time it will not be so, when they will 
be able to respond to all calls in a hand- 
some manner. Many a lawful claimant has 
been turned 'away, or but indifferently sup- 
plied, because nothing was laid by in stare, 
and the demands of business absorbed all 
the means at command. But those in the 
wealthier walks of life who have tested this 
system, find that it is the only one ever de- 
vised which seemed fully to meet their situ- 
ation. A merchant says, " It is now several 
years since I adopted this plan, and under it 
I have acquired a handsome capital, and 
have been prospered beyond my most san- 
guine expectations. Although constantly 
giving, I have never yet touched the bottom 
of my fund, and have been frequently sur- 
prised to find what large drafts it would 
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bear. This system lias been of great advan- 
tage to me, enabling me to feel that my life 
is directly employed for God, It baa afford- 
ed me happiness in enabling me to portion 
ont tbe Lord's money, and has enlisted my 
mind more in the progress of Christ's cause." 

" A distinguished citizen says of the sys- 
tem, 'I have practiced it for several years, 
and fonnd a blessing in it. It is God's own 
plan, and therefore better than any other. 
So every one will find it who will try it. 
Ji mcrecuea ovr charity fwnd mamifdd, 
without onr perceiving any diminution of 
capital or income ; and the fnnd thus set 
apart being consecrated to the Lord, we are 
able to distribute it without grndging, and 
with a more nnbiased judgment, as occa- 
sion requires. I am one of the witnesses 
for God, that in this matter, as in all others, 
he is good.' " 

The apostle assigns as a reason that they 
should lay by them in store, "That there be 
no gatherings when I come." These words, 
which are overlooked by a majority of 
readers, have, if we are not mistaken, a 
deep significance. The apostle, while en- 
gaged in his ordinary labors as a minister of 
the Gospel, was also an agent for this chari- 
ty fnnd. We cannot suppose tha.t his haste 
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in conveying the funds contributed to Jeru- 
salem, would not allow him sufficient time 
at Corinth to visit the Churches and collect 
a contribution in person^ for he proposes in 
the sixth verse of the same chapter to spend 
the winter with them. We are therefore 
compelled to allow that it had an intimate 
connection with the peculiarities and per- 
fection of the system itself. 

It will be noticed that this plan stands in 
direct opposition to the system of collections 
practiced in the Churches at this time. 
Look for a moment at our system. A benev- 
olent society wishes to procure funds : the 
first step to be taken is to secure a minister, 
generally a man of superior talent, whose 
business is to canvass a certain district for 
this single purpose. The first evil effect of 
this plan is to deprive a congregation of the 
services of their pastor, even if they have 
his regular or occasional services as a 
preacher. The appointment of one who 
has been called to preach the Gospel to a 
labor in which preaching is of secondary 
importance, is, to say the least of it, of 
questionable propriety. But by the plan 
of having a fund set apart in each Christian 
family, ready to meet calls for charitable 
purposes, laymen might fill the duties of an 
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agency with efficiency ; or the pastor of 
each congregation, without respect to his' 
talents or injury to his work, could forward 
the offerings of his congregations. It would 
also add to the funds no inconsiderable 
amount now expended in paying the neces- 
sary expenses of traveling agents. 

The agent having been procured, he is to 
make periodical visits to the Churches in 
his district, and, addressing them directly on 
the object of his mission, collect as large a 
sum as possible. To secure this contribu- 
tion he is expected to present the wants of 
those whom his agency is designed to bene- 
fit in the glowing words of imagination, 
in startling appeals, and often with corusca- 
tions of wit and humorous anecdotes. At 
the happy moment, when the sympathies of 
his audience are wrought up to the highest 
pitch of excitement, the appropriations are 
received. The immediate result may be a 
large collection. But is the giver really 
benefited in his spiritual life ? Is lie lees 
covetous than he was before ? Is there not 
a lurking suspicion in his mind, when the 
excitement is over, that he has not been 
fairly dealt with by the speaker, and 
that he has not been influenced by right 
motives? 
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Now mark the manner of St Paul. Fiwt 
' of all, be did not let it interfere with his 
regular duties as a minister of the Gospel. 
Neither did he make an appeal to their 
sympathy after the manner of the present 
time. The object of the contribution was in 
the highest degree worthy, and presented a 
favorable opportunity for passionate elo- 
quence. But be is silent on this point, and 
relies upon the presentation of motives lying 
at the basis of every-day Christian life. He 
appeals to the reciprocal love of Christ as 
the prune consideration. "Ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ." He ap- 
peals to their Christian character, and the 
propriety of rendering it complete. "There- 
fore, as ye abound in everything, in faith, 
and utterance, and knowledge, and in all 
diligence, and in your love to us, see that 
ye abound in this grace also." He reminds 
them, "God is able to make all grace abonnd 
toward you ; that ye, always having all suf- 
ficiency in all tilings, may abound to every 
good work; being enriched in everything to 
all boimtifulnees, which causes through us 
thanksgiving to God. For the administra- 
tion of this service not only supplieth the 
wants of the saints, but is abundant also by 
many thanksgivings unto God." 
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There seems, then, to be on error in our 
whole system of collections. The apostle 
writes its condemnation where he Bays, 
" that there be no gathering when I come." 
It would be perilons to give up these 
agencies at once, or at all, without the 
Church can be brought back to this system 
of its primitive days, providing a fund and 
holding it in readiness to give at the proper 
time, under the influences of true Christian 
principle. When we cultivate the right 
spirit, and adopt the right system, the ob- 
jects claiming our benevolence will receive 
all that is desirable, and we shall grow in 
grace. The investigation, then, leads ub to 
conclude that the desired end can be ob- 
tained in no other manner than by laying 
by us in store. 

2. The duty and advantages of providing 
a -permanent and available charitable fund 
being allowed, the next step leads us toin- 
quire from what source this fund is to be 
dervoedt 

The rnle provides for this by a stroke of 
wisdom that cannot be less than divine: 
u As God hath prospered him." Viewing 
this as the standard of giving, it may be 
applied with perfect justice to every man, 
rich or poor, to whom this word of salvation 
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is sent. If it be examined as a means di- 
rected to a particular result — providing a 
fund for all benevolent purposes — no donbt 
whatever may be entertained of its efficien- 
cy. This feature of the plan is of such 
charming simplicity, that the effort to pre- 
sent it in a plainer light would seem to be 
fruitless. It recommends itself to the con- 
science and judgment of every man who is 
anxious to live for'the glory of Qod. If it 
had proposed a specific sum without regard 
to our worldly condition, the poor and un- 
fortunate might have found it a burden, 
while the rich and prosperous could have 
met its claims without the semblance of 
self-denial. But it comes to you, and says 
you may meet the requirements of your 
Maker by appropriating a just proportion of 
the prosperity he is daily giving you. Have 
you received nothing f then nothing is re- 
quired. Have you received freehft then 
give freely. Does not your conscience tell 
you it would be avarice to give less! 

The principle here assumed is, that God 
has the supreme ownership of our property; 
that we are stewards, not proprietors of its 
increase or prosperity. He does not propose 
to remove it out of our hands, except we 
prove unfaithful and unprofitable servants ; 
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yet he claims that the increase of it shall be 
appropriated in beneficence to the cause of 
salvation and the poor. Let na for a mo- 
ment suppose that a friend had left a portion 
of his property in our hands, with instruc- 
tions, that after supplying our necessary 
wants the remainder should be applied to 
the spread of the Gospel and the necessities 
of the poor, could we honeBtly spend it in any 
other manner? Would -it not be robbery! 
80 God looks at it. What else did he mean 
when he said to his people, " Will a man 
rob God t Yet ye have robbed me. But ye 
say, Wherein have we robbed thee! In 
tithes and offerings." 

We are to give as God hath prospered us. 
We have examples elsewhere in the Scrip- 
tures to assure us that it is a plan with 
which God is well pleased. When it was 
known at Antioch, by prophecy, that a great 
famine was in prospect, we are informed, 
"Every man according to his ability, deter- 
mined to send relief nnto the brethren which 
dwelt in Judea." St Peter says, " If any 
man minister — that 1s, to the necessities of 
the poor — let him do it as of the ability that 
God giveth." Every one, then, is to give as 
God hath prospered him — according to the 
ability that God giveth. 
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But it may be profitable to inquire, What 
it owf ability? This appears to mean the 
increase of our property without any diminu- 
' tion of its balk ; yet we are inclined to be- 
lieve that in many cases the spirit of the 
rale would lay its claim upon something 
more than the regular increase or income. 
This treatise may fall into the hands of many 
who did not recognize the claims of religion 
and obtain Church membership, Until they 
had accumulated a large amount of property. 
Others Again, who, although they com- 
menced the service of God in their early and 
unprosperous days, have grown rich without 
paying due attention to the claims of benevo- 
lence; they may not have seen the binding 
obligation of this rale, and therefore added 
to their capital sums which should have been 
given to the cause of God. Now, while' we 
are willing to allow that a man who has 
always observed this rale is called upon only 
to give of his income or increase, we cannot 
say the same of those who have grown rich 
before they began to apply the rule. John 
Wesley is a notable example of one who 
began right and continued right. His in- 
come at first was no more than thirty pounds 
a year ; but of this he applied two pounds 
in beneficence. The next year his income 
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was sixty pounds ; he confined bis expenses 
to twenty-eight pounds, and gave away 
thirty-two. As his income increased lie con- 
tinned to lire on his former allowance. The 
last entry he made in his private journal 
was: "For upward of eighty-six years I 
hare kept my accounts exactly. I will not 
attempt it any longer, being satisfied with 
the continual conviction that I save all I 
can and give all I can ; that is, all I have." 
When dead, his property was found to con- 
sist of bis clothes, his books, and a carnage. 
It is computed he gave away, during his life- 
time, more than a hundred thousand dol- 
lars. 

A course of continual accumulation does 
not seem to be in accordance with the spirit 
of the Gospel. When we propose this, we 
should ask ourselves the question, in the fear 
of God and looking forward to the judgment 
day, Have I done this, or do I propose to 
do it for the glory of God ? Have I not been 
actuated in this resolution more by the max- 
ims of business and a covetous world than by 
the example and spirit of my blessed Master J 
Yon may be saving to provide an ample or 
magnificent fortune for your children. Look 
around and see if, judging by the example 
of others, you are not preparing a snare for 
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their souls. Ton Iiave, perhaps, concluded 
to accumulate and leave large charities when 
you die. This prospective benevolence is 
often more a device of Satan than the teach- 
ing of Christianity ; for yon Beem to forget 
that God, by M3 blessing, can make the 
small sum yon are able to give to-day, if it 
is done in the right spirit, go farther than 
the largest gift when you grow rich or are 
dying. Would it not be a more grateful 
exercise for the heart to dispense in charity 
with your own hand, than to leave the work 
to yonr executors? Consider what a hal- 
lowed example it would be to your children 
and the Church. Would not sowing more 
plentifully enable you to reap more plenti- 
fully, and thus greatly .enlarge your sphere 
of usefulness? Have you not withheld, in 
part at least, because you have not felt con- 
fidence in that divine saying of the Savionr, 
" It is more blessed to give than to receive ? " 
There are circumstances in which it may 
not be improper to accumulate a large capi- 
tal ; for some kinds of business cannot he suc- 
cessfully conducted without such an amount 
of capital as would be useless in others. Such 
a business may be conducted in a Christian 
spirit, but only when the whole is consecrated 
to the glory of God. The better rule is to 
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place a limitation on the increase of capital, 
and afterward devote the whole produce to 
God. We hare an example of this manner 
of honoring God with our substance in the 
case of Mr. Nathaniel R. Cobb, a young 
merchant connected with the Baptist Chnrch 
in Boston. At the age of twenty-three he 
drew np and subscribed the following cove- 
nant: — 

"By the grace of God, I will never be 
worth more than fifty thousand dollars. 

" By the grace of God, I will give one- 
fourth of the net profits of my business to 
charitable and religious uses. 

"If I am ever worth twenty thousand dol- 
lars, I will give one-half of my net profits ; 
and if I am ever worth thirty thousand dol- 
lars, I will give three-fourths ; and the whole 
after fifty thousand dollars. So help me 
God, or give to a more faithful steward and 
set me aside." 

Mr. Cobb adhered to this covenant with 
conscientious fidelity till he bad acquired. 
fifty thousand dollars, after which be gave 
all his profits. On his death-bed be said to 
a friend, "By the grace of God — nothing 
else — by the grace of God I have been ena- 
bled, under the influence of these resolutions, 
to give away more than forty thousand dol- 
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lars. How good the Lord has been to me !" 
Now here is an instance of true Christianity, 
The closing hours of such a life have mora 
of happiness in them than all the gold of this 
world could purchase. Such lives are worth 
much to the world, as a proof of what Chris- 
tianity, intelligently understood and prac- 
ticed, could do for its salvation. 

To carry out the spirit of this rule, which 
seems to refer immediately to income, we in- 
quire, What proportion of our income slunUd 
be devoted to charitable and reUgioua pur- 
poses ? This is a question of no small im- 
portance, and in the end it must be left to 
the enlightened judgment and conscience of 
each Christian. We only propose an inquiry 
on this point with a view of correcting some 
false impressions too prevalent among Chris- 
tians. Many have thought one-tenth the 
proper proportion for all persons, under all 
circumstances. This has gained favor under 
the mistaken notion that it is the amount 
given by the Jews under the Mosaic dispen- 
sation. "Wo have already shown this notion 
to be an error ; yet it has been, and con- 
tinues to be, the proportion given by many 
good men. Lord Chief-Justice Hale, Rev. 
Dr. Hammond, Baxter, and Doddridge, each 
gave one-tenth. Dr. Watts gave a fifth; 
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Mrs. Eowe one-half. Mr. Wesley, as wa 
have already noticed, gave afl. 

This ia the point in the rule that will test 
our Christian principles, and therefore s 
scrupulous compliance with it will lead to 
the greatest spiritual advantage. There can 
be no question that the amount is to be in 
proportion to the income, and will vary, in 
most circumstances, from year to year. The 
day-laborer, whose income is three or four 
hundred dollars a year, might find it difficult 
to give one-tenth of this for charitable pur- 
poses ; while the merchant or professional man, 
who clears in his business two or three thou- 
sand dollars a year, would scarcely realize 
the loss of one-tenth. So also the young 
man commencing business with a limited 
capital, could not give one-tenth with the 
same ease that he can now with the ample 
means he has acquired. Thus it often hap- 
pens that charity becomes leas and less a 
matter of self-denial and blessing, and covet- 
onsness grows in the heart because we do not 
give as God has prospered us. The plan, 
then, would seem to be a careful and consci- 
entious assessment of the income, increasing 
or decreasing with the increase or decrease 
of our prosperity, as the case might be, 
and a limitation of the amount of capital, 
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looking forward to a time -when otir labor ia 
for God as fully as the man who has been 
consecrated to his service by the imposi- 
tion of hands. This was the plan that ena- 
bled Mr. Cobb to mate his life rich in good 
works. 

We would record another example, prin- 
cipally to show that there is nothing imprac- 
ticable in the rale. "In consecrating my 
life anew to God, aware of the enervating 
influence of riches, and the necessity of 
deciding on a plan of charity before wealth 
should bias my judgment, I adopted the fol- 
lowing system : I decided to balance my 
accounts, .as nearly as I could, every month ; 
and reserving such portions of profits as 
might appear adequate to cover probable 
losses, to lay aside, by entry on a benevolent 
account, one-tenth of the remaining profits, 
great or small, as a fund for benevolent ex- 
penditure. I further determined, that if at 
any time my net profits, that is, profits from 
which clerk-hire and store-expenses had been 
deducted, should exceed five hundred dollars 
in a month, I wonld give twelve and a half 
per cent. ; if over seven hundred dollars, 
fifteen per cent. ; if over nine hundred dol- 
lars, seventeen and a hah? per cent ; if over 
eleven hundred dollars, twenty per cent ; 
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if over thirteen hundred dollars, twenty-two 
and a half per cent. ; thus increasing the 
proportion on the whole, as God should pros- 
per, until, at fifteen hundred dollars, I should 
give twenty-five per cent, or three hundred 
and seventy-five dollars per month. As 
capital was of the utmost importance to insure 
my success in business, I decided not to in- 
crease the foregoing scale until I had acquired 
a certain capital, after which I would give 
one-quarter of all my profits, great or small ; 
and on the acquisition of another certain 
amount of capital, I decided to give naif; 
and on acquiring what I determined would 
be a full sufficiency of capital, then to give 
the whole of my net profits." 

In making the decision how large a pro- 
portion of the income shall be devoted to 
charitable and religions purposes, we should 
be careful to be guided by an enlightened 
Christian spirit. There is but little danger 
of giving too much. The standard of liber- 
ality now prevalent among Christians, if 
weighed in the balance of the sanctuary, 
would be found wanting. The question is 
often, How much can I give without feeling 
itt Was this the spirit that brought the 
Saviour from the skies to redeem man 1 Did 
he do as little as he could, or give himself 
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unreservedly -to the work 1 If we had the 
same spirit would we not give all we could, 
saving for this purpose by industry, economy, 
and self-denial. "Would it not he well for 
us to sit down and remember all the mercies 
of the Lord we have received, temporal and 
spiritual, and propose the solemn question, 
"How much owest thou thy Lord}" Con- 
sider for what purpose he asks in return that 
which ha hag bestowed — to bring gladness to 
sorrowful hearts, and send the Gospel to 
• those without hope and without God in the 
world. Consider who it is that asks your 
charity. "Pass by the cross on your way to 
the altar of oblation, and your richest offer- 
ing will appear totally unworthy of divine 
acceptance." 

In making provision for our charity, we 
should consider how much may be obtained 
by honest industry, economy, and self-denial. 
The apostle commanded Christians to " labor, 
working with their hands the thing which is 
good, that they may have to give to bipi that 
needeth." The talent placed in our care has 
to be returned in due time, and an account 
given of the labor for its increase. A sad 
destiny awaits that steward that hides it in 
a napkin. Says St. Paul, " I have showed 
you all things, how that so laboring ye 
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ought to support the weak." ■ " Why stand 
ye here all the day idle I" Answer the ques- 
tion to yoor Saviour and your Jndge. We 
have read of a woman in positively needy 
circumstances in life who offered to sub- 
scribe a penny a week to the funds of a mis- 
sionary society. Said one, "Ton are cer- 
tainly too poor to afford so much." Her 
answer was, " I spin bo many skeins of yarn 
a week for my maintenance : I will spin one 
more, and that will be a penny for the 
society." One of the most liberal spirits we 
ever knew was a woman engaged in a book- 
bindery, who not only gave in charity all 
she could in any way spare from her weekly 
wages, bnt did over-work every week that 
her charitable fund might be increased. Can 
that person who accumulates a large prop- 
erty, and then retires from business to spend 
the remnant of his life in ease and indulg- 
ence, take the words of Scripture in his 
month, and say, " None of ns liveth unto 
himself V Wo should not try to cease our 
labors while our lives are spared, for the 
Saviour says, " Occupy till I come." 

Large sums of money are spent in need- 
less self-indulgence, to the great injury of 
immortal souls. This crime has crept into 
the Church. There can be no greater folly ' 
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perpetrated by an immortal bouI than to 
clothe the body in the trappings of fashion, 
or pamper its appetites with the appliances 
of sensuality. Yet pride, and fashion, and 
gratification of the palate have swallowed 
np countless sums that in justice belong to 
the poor. Some think a fashionable prodi- 
gality no sin. They have read their Bibles 
to a poor purpose. The theory, often advo- 
cated as an apology for luxury, that the ex- 
travagant expenditures of the rich are a 
source of profit to the poor, is a sophism too 
flimsy to stand the test of common-sense and 
observation. Whatever turns industry to 
waste, is just so much thrown away that 
ought to have been expended in extending 
happiness. But . this is viewing the evil 
under its least serious aspect. How many 
ruin their souls J Extravagance, where it 
does not lead to immoralities, begets covet- 
ousness ; covetoosness leads often to avarice ; 
avarice to positive injustice ; and the torpor 
of spiritual death steals upon the soul, lead- 
ing it to eternal ruin. 

The founder of Methodism, John Wesley, 
left us an example in this respect that should 
be held in grateful and continual remem- 
brance. The accountant-general suspect- 
ing he had more property than was appa- 
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rent, or had been returned on the tax-list, 
sent him the following note, enclosing a 
copy of the " Excise order for the return of 
plate." " Keverend sir — As the commission- 
era cannot doubt you have plate, for which you 
have hitherto neglected to make an entry," 
etc Mr. Wesley returned the following 
answer : " Sir, I have two silver spoons at 
London, and two at Bristol, and I shall not 
buy any more while so many around mo 
want bread." This was self-denial such as 
but few Christians practice. Sit down a 
few moments and carefully calculate how 
much you spend for the gratification of ap- 
petite, how mnch to gratify unholy desires, 
how much to compete with the unchristian 
display of your neighbors. Sum up the 
items, and ask yourself if it conld not be 
mnch less without injuring body or soul, 
and without suffering loss of caste with 
those whose commendation is worth having. 
Then ask yourself how many missionaries it 
might help to support among the heathen ; 
how many Bibles it might purchase for the 
ignorant; how much pinching want and 
acute suffering it would alleviate, B? your 
conscience does not urge you to economize, 
examine your heart and see if you have not 
forgotten your fint love. It is not atked 
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that you should put on the coarse garments 
of poverty, or eat the refuse of rich men's 
tables; but practice a judicious economy, 
such as will be for the glory of God, and 
enable you to enjoy the luxury of doing 
good. 

" If any man will be my disciple," said 
the blessed Saviour, "let him deny him 
self." Self-denial is a mark of Christianity. 
Christ was himself the most luminous exam 
pie, but the Church has been rich in lesser 
lights. The apostles counted not their lives 
dear unto themselves. Many missionaries 
of modern days — CareyJ Morrison, Cox, 
Williams, and a great multitude whose 
names are recorded in the Lamb's book of 
life — have practiced a system of self-denial 
which, if not followed to the letter, Bhould 
be the informing spirit of our actions. What 
is self-denial? To give one-tenth of a prince- 
ly income in beneficence, and retain the re- 
mainder for personal gratification? No. 
It is offering to the Lord a sacrifice, how- 
ever princely, that has cost us something. 
It is the consecration of time, talents, of per- 
sonal ease, of convenience, to the service of 
God, with an intense zeal to make it all-sub- 
servient to the interests of his kingdom. 
Would not self-denial provide us with a 
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larger revenue for charitable purposes, and 
thus enlarge our sphere of usefulness and 
happiness ? 

3. The revenue of this charitable fund 
being drawn from the prosperity which God 
bestows upon individuals, it is evident that 
the amount collected, and the benefits flowing 
from the exercise of the religious affections, 
will depend upon the number who acknowl- 
edge the obligation^ and conform to it in 
their practice. 

This gronnd is fully covered by the rale, 
" Let every one of you lay by him in store 
as God hath prospered Mm." The Saviour 
in his infinite wisdom and love would make 
every regenerate soul & worker with him in 
the great plan of salvation ; and if, in the 
matter of benevolence, the obligation to give 
extended only to those who are rich, the 
principal design of benificence, the enrich- 
ing of the bouI to all bonntifuhiesa, causing 
thanksgivings to God, would be thwarted. 
The rule "contemplates that every one shall 
give to whom God has given prosperity. 
Those who live upon the gifts of charity 
would not seem to come under the obliga- 
tion ; yet have we seen beggars who shared 
joyfully their meager pittance with those of 
the same class who had been less fortunate. 



<::>.. G00gk' 



80 

There are few indeed who can claim excep- 
tion under the rule ; none who have a right 
understanding of it will wish to be excluded. 
"Where there is a willing mind, God rarely 
fails to provide the means. How many who 
read this will call to mind some poor widow 
within the range of their observation, that 
never fails to give her mite to sustain the 
Church and its benevolent institutions. Yet 
few things are of more frequent occurrence 
than persons of moderate circumstances 
making the plea that they are not able to 
give. A more intimate acquaintance with 
their circumstances will probably convince 
ua that they have no proper sense of the 
obligations to beneficence, or they have no 
system in providing for it and bestowing, 
and give all where they should give but a 
part 

No one~doubts the duty of the rich to give, 
or that he honors God in so doing. But 
does God confine those duties which are a 
means of grace to a few, or design to include 
all i Are those only to pray who can pray 
eloquently ! Those only to labor who can 
accomplish much? Some who can give but 
little, hesitate to give at all, because they 
think the amount too small to be of any 
benefit This is in most cases rather the 
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suggestion of pride or covetousness than the 
conviction of the mind. Can he who gazes 
npon the irresistible current of some large 
river, bearing on its bosom the stately vessels 
of commerce, forget that it is made up of 
trickling drops and insignificant streams, 
having their origin far away from the busy 
scenes of man ? If only the great ocean 
fnrnished exhalations to be- returned in 
grateful showers to the earth, the world 
would soon become a desert. If the relig- 
ious charities of onr age had received sup- 
port from the rich alone, they would have 
achieved but a tithe of the success which 
has marked them. Our great religious en- 
terprises are do less sustained by the conflu- 
ence of widow's pennies, and small donations 
from those in moderate circumstances, than 
by the liberal donations and bequests of the 
rich. 

There are but few in any community so 
poor that, with a right disposition, they can- 
not lay aside a penny a week, or a penny a 
day. This can be done without curtailing 
their ordinary table-fare, or interfering with 
the means used to provide them with proper 
garments. What poor person would not do 
this for the privilege of honoring God by 
putting a Bible into the hands of those who 
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have never heard of Jesus i They do a great 
wrong to themselves and others who despise 
the day of small things. The penny tract 
has often found its way where the Bible has 
been refused and the minister could not effect 
an entrance. Yon are not asked to give 
what yon have not, but a just proportion of 
what yon receive. It matters not how small 
the amount may be, if it is no less than what 
yon ought to give. Despise not the small- 
ness of the gift ; it may, indeed, fail to elicit 
the praise of man, bat there is an eye in 
heaven ever watchful that will have respect 
to it, and keep it in remembrance. Some 
years ago a missionary in a foreign station 
witnessed, as he thought, a special blessing 
attending a yearly donation of twenty dollars, 
and was induced to inquire from what source 
it was derived. The investigation revealed 
that it was the self-denying gift of a poor 
colored domestic, who was giving twenty 
dollars a year from he* earnings of one dol- 
lar a week. God will not fail to make our 
smallest gifts to him efficient if we give with 
a desire for his glory. 

If every one would give, the amount of 
funds bestowed upon charitable objects 
would be greatly enlarged. The contribu- 
tions of the Church are not now equal to the 
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demand for tlie conversion of the world. 
This is a fact too evident to require proof. 
"Why is it bo ? Is there not sufficient wealth 
in the hands of the professed followers of 
the Saviour to meet the exigencies of his 
kingdom S There is more than sufficient. 
Why, then, does the Church fail to obtain it? 
Partly because those who do give do not 
give that proportion that God requires, and 
partly because so small a number of those 
who are able to give, give anything at all. 
This may be illustrated by an appeal to 
the statistics of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

The Missionary cause is deservedly the 
most popular of all her benevolent enter- 
prises. The membership of the Church 
may be stated, in round numbers, at seven 
hundred and fifty thousand. The sum which 
the missionary committee ask the member- 
ship to contribute for the year 1856, is 
two hundred and sixty thousand dollars ; 
not that a larger sum could not be prof- 
itably expended, but, guided by the contri- 
bntions*of the previous year, they dare Dot 
anticipate a larger "sum. This, .apportioned 
among the whole membership, would be less 
than thirty-jwe cents a member. For what 
purpose is this asked f To convert the world 
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to God ! Are there not three thousand per- 
sona in our Church who could give the whole 
amount without practicing either economy 
or self-denial ! It is impossible to tell how 
many give ; but the statistics prepared in 
some of the conferences will furnish ua 
some important information, although we 
cannot accurately determine the question. 

We will turn, then, to one of the richest 
conferences in the United States. The 
average amount per member contributed for 
missionary purposes was less than thirty- 
five cents. The largest average amount con- 
tributed by any charge was one dollar per 
member: to accomplish this the greatest 
possible exertion was made. The smallest 
average amount came from a circuit of two 
hundred and fifty-one members, who gave 
twenty-four dollars and fifty cents — less than 
ten cents a member. Taking a circuit from 
which a detailed report of the missionary col- 
lections is presented, giving the name of each 
contributor, with the amount individually 
contributed, we find the following results. 
The circuit, be it remembered, is one of the 
best in the oonference. The average amount 
contributed per member is nearly sixty-two 
cents. More than one-third of the whole 
amount was contributed by leas, than one- 
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twentieth of the members. Thewhole number 
that contributed were but two more than one- 
half the members. Yet this was on a circuit. 
where the average contribution was nearly 
double that of the Church at large. Nor 
ahould it be forgotten that it was a year of 
more than usual activity in the missionary 
collections. On this same circnit the amount 
reported was an increase of more than fifty 
per cent, on the previous year. L 

This detailed investigation is not designed 
to place our charitable contributions in the 
poorest possible light, but rather under favor- 
able circumstances. The fact is too plain to 
be contradicted : more than half of the mem- 
bership in many parts of the Church give 
nothing at all for our missionary operations; 
and, we may presume, contribute for no 
religions purpose, except for the regular 
ministry — and not largely for that. The 
great deficiency, then, in our system— if we 
can be said to have any system at all — is, 
that only a small part of the members con- 
tribute. There is a fearful delinquency in 
this respect. What would be thought of a 
society of Christians in which half or more 
of the membership thought themselves too 
ignorant to pray, and so laid aside this exer- 
cise \ We shall lack the highest spiritual 
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attainments, as well as the necessary funds 
for benevolent purposes, until every on* 
adopts the role to give as God prospers 
him. 

But we have already several times hinted 
that the collection for charity was bnt a 
secondary object of the apostle. His great 
design was to give the largest possible scope 
for the healthy exercise of the benevolent 
affections. The design of onr Father in 
heaven in requiring ue to be charitable, can 
only be interpreted as a wise arrangement 
to enable ns to become more like himself. 
"We have noticed, in a former chapter, that 
God is not dependent upon ns to supply the 
wants of the poor. He could have made all 
equally rich, or made the earth so rich in all 
the necessaries of life that none should want. 
So he has provided, in the wondrous plan of 
salvation, a echeme by which the poor may 
be enriched by the gifts of the rich, and at 
the same time make it a blessing to the 
giver, as it calls into exercise the best feel- 
ings of his renewed nature. This view of 
the invaluable effects of beneficence may 
not be apparent to some at first sight, but 
there can be no doubt of its correctness. 
The command to exercise benevolence must 
be considered as providing for us a meant 
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of 'grace, and, therefore, is to be observed by 
all. That ho one may be excluded, or lack 
an inducement to perform what has been 
commanded, Christ places himself in the 
position of the poor, and accepts even a 
cup of cold water, if it be given in the true 
spirit of benevolence. Benevolence, system- 
atically and lovingly performed, is the divine 
antidote to covetousness ; from which we 
may not hope to be freed until we under- 
stand the value of giving, and practice it 
cheerfully in our daily life. 

4, To give completeness to the plan of the 
apostle, there is set apart a stated time for the 
collection of this fund, which also identifies 
it with owr regular religious observances. 

This is done by the command, " Upon the 
first day of the week." The appointment of 
a particular day on which the obligations we 
are under to provide for our beneficence 
may be complied with, is designed to guard 
against the desultory habits characteristic 
of our present operations. The lack of sys- 
tem on this point is one of the most glar- 
ing faults of our present religions financial 
policy. 

The command to set apart as God has 
prospered us, on the first day of the week, 
does not need to be so strictly interpreted or 
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enjoined as to interfere with any arrange- 
ments of ordinary business ; and none will 
desire so to construe it, except, perhaps, those 
who would strive to make it appear impossi- 
ble for them to come under the plan, and 
thus strive, to free themselves from the obli- 
gation to give. All rules of this kind readily 
admit snch modifications in their details 
as are necessary for individual application, 
bo long as the spirit of the rule is not in- 
fringed. Thus the law to consecrate the 
Sabbath, doing no work therein, allows deeds 
of mercy and charity. The design of the 
command is to provide a stated time when 
we shall set apart a portion of our income to 
be used, as occasion may require, in benefi- 
cence. We should observe even the minut- 
est detail, as far as our business affairs will 
permit; and everyone who can know at the 
end of each week what his income has been 
during that period of time, should lay aside 
in store the proper proportion. 

A very large class can do this weekly, in 
strict accordance with the letter of the com- 
mand. All day-laborers, or those who are 
hired by the week, month, or year, or whose 
work is of that kind that they receive their 
wages on Saturday night, can meet the re- 
quirements of the rule with the greatest ease. 
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The example already given of the (shoemaker 
in New-Jersey may be followed by such per- 
sons without hinderance. The following plan 
was adopted by an intelligent Christian who 
was determined to follow the rule as liter- 
ally as his business would permit : " At the 
time of his private devotion on Saturday 
evening he eats apart from the receipts of the 
week a portion for his charity-fund ; or if at 
any time he has not the money, he credits 
the sum on a benevolent account. As calls 
are presented he draws from this fund ; and 
if at any time an urgent call requires more 
than he has thus set apart, he charges the 
ballance on his benevolent account, to be re- 
placed from future incomes." An effort 
should be made to comply with the rule to 
the very letter ; for the oftener we have the 
subject before ns the greater will be our 
spiritual benefit. It should be remembered 
that one great end in view is to engage the 
constant recognition of the claims of the 
Saviour, and the regular exercise of the 
heart ; this can be best secured by setting 
apart often, until such a habit is induced 
that we cannot well free our minds from 
the duty under any pressure of ordinary 
cares. 
Those who cannot so arrange their busi- 
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ness sb to arrive at & knowledge of theii 
weekly gains may be able to sum them up 
once a month, and lay by in store aa God 
hath prospered them during this period. 
There is, however, a liability to set apart a 
less sum than when it is done more fre- 
quently. But where there is a disposition 
to comply with the rule there will .be no 
difficulty; for the largeness or smallness of 
the sum set aside is not to be so much taken 
into consideration as the proportion. It 
will be much better to be a little beyond 
than to fall short of it 

Others again may not be able to arrive at 
any correct account of their profits oftener 
than once a year. When this is a matter of 
necessity, and not of negligence or want of 
interest, it will meet the spirit of the rule. 
He is a poor business man who does not take 
an account of stock once a year at least, and 
determine the condition of his business. 
When tins is done, let him lay by the pro- 
portion that the cause of benevolence may 
lawfully demand, and hold it sacred for this 
purpose. The yearly adjustment will often 
best meet the affairs of the farmer. It is 
' best, however, when a longer period than 
once a week is adopted, to determine before- 
hand what the proportion shall be ; for if the 
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heart is not under the holiest influences, suc- 
cess will be more apt to lessen the proportion 
than to enlarge it. The following plan, that 
of a clergyman, has many good features 
about it, and is according to the spirit of the 
rule. He says: "I have for many years 
had a fixed system of giving from one-fifth 
to a quarter of my income to religious and 
charitable purposes. I have laid out my 
plan at the beginning of the year, keeping a 
private account of all donations, and leaving 
nothing to mere accident or excited feeling 
at the moment. At the end of about thirty 
years, during which I have carried on this 
system, I find my property materially in- 
creased ; and I am surprised to find, on 
looking over my accounts, how many hun- 
dreds of dollars I have thus been permitted 
to contribute to the cause." 

Some may be engaged in such a business 
as will allow them to devote a certain pro- 
portion of each gain, arising in their traffic. 
This has many advantages, for it is a con- 
tinual reference to an acknowledgment that 
we are indebted to God for all our prosper- 
ity. It has been adopted by some with great 
benefit to themselves ; but from the nature of 
the case, it must bo of limited application. 

A striking peculiarity of this rule yet rev 
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mains to be noticed. The setting apart of 
thia fund for benevolent purposes is an ap- 
propriate work for the Sabbath. It is a very 
common occurrence to see persons grow in- 
dignant at the mere mention of money mat- 
ters in the church on Sabbath, and to hear 
them talk with peculiar solemnity and earn- 
estness of its impropriety, even calling it a 
degradation of the Sabbath. It is known that 
this class of persons are not famous for their 
liberality. There is nothing said in this rule 
regarding the propriety of such Sabbath col- 
lections ; but it certainly points out the cor- 
rectness of taking into consideration our 
earthly prosperity, and setting aside the por- 
tion that should be sacred to the Lord. Many 
commentators are of the opinion that in this 
case it was designed to bring the portion to 
the church and deposit it in the treasury. 
The objection that is made to handling 
money on the Sabbath for charitable pur- 
poses is, however, entirely overthrown by 
the rule. 

There seems to be a peculiar fitness in 
making the Sabbath the occasion, on which 
we are to separate a portion of our prosperity 
for charitable and religions uses. The act ia 
a recognition of the goodness of God toward 
ns in our temporal affairs ; a fact that we 
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are too apt to forget. The Sabbath is for 
rest and devotion; -when the mind, relieved 
from the ordinary round of toil and business, 
takes into solemn consideration its eternal 
interests. In a peculiar manner the good- 
ness and mercy of our Father in heaven re- 
curs to oar minds. The privileges of the 
sanctuary and means of grace are forced 
upon our attention. We are carried back 
by the services to the sublime spectacle of 
the Saviour's life and death. The rich and 
the poor meet together, sharing equal privi- 
leges, and the truth of common interest and 
fellowship sinks silently into the heart. 
Could there be a more opportune moment 
to ask ourselves, " How much owest thou thy 
Lord V* The bands of a worldly selfishness 
are loosened or removed, and the just claims 
'of God and humanity are met, onr own 
souls are watered from on high, and fresh 
strength is imparted that we may go on our 
way rejoicing. If we believe, as we ought, 
that alms-giving is a duty no less than prayer 
and praise, we should be thankful in our 
hearts that God has in this gracious manner 
connected it with -our Sabbath joys. 

It would be happy for us if we could aid 
some good cause or poor person every day, 
for with such sacrifices God is well-pleased; 
1 
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How erroneous, then, is that common re- 
mark that we are called upon too often for 
charitable purposes. If we provide our fund 
as here directed, and give with intelligence 
and eqnity, these calls cannot come too fre- 
quently, for we will have a little for each. 
We are not to concentrate all our charity 
upon one object, however worthy it may be, 
but give to each in that proportion which 
will enable us to assist in all. 

We have now presented an exposition of 
this divine rule of Christian Beneficence, 
imperfectly it may be, but we trust in such ' 
a manner as not only to win your admira- 
tion in contemplating the divine wisdom 
contained in it, but also your consent to 
its obligations as an important duty and 
means of grace. You must have observed 
as we proceeded, that it is founded upon the 
same principles that form the substratum 
of the Jewish rules examined in the third 
chapter. Tou may Bee in this, as in that, 
the design of Heaven for the welfare of 
the soul. The Saviour would preserve 
you blameless here, and prepare yon for 
the enjoyment of a better life beyond the 
grave. He would throw the broad shield of 
hiB grace between you and the world that is 
apt to engage your attention, and peril your 
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soul. It is not a burden to make yonr jour- 
ney wearisome, but a rich provision of 
manna to strengthen you on your way to 
your eternal home. 

The observance of this rule would possibly 
cause a great change in the manner of your 
spiritual life ; but would it not be a happy 
change ? You cannot say that it is not prac- 
ticable, for we have shown that where it 
cannot be kept in the letter it may in the 
spirit. Fail not to take the subject with you 
into your closet, and on your knees before 
the throne of grace decide, and we have no 
fear. You will consecrate yourselves and all 
yon have to His service. You will come 
forth with new and holy aims, and a serene 
joy in your heart. Remember th© day of 
your adoption into the family of God. Trace 
bis mercies to the present boor. Then ask, 
" "What shall I render unto the Lord for all 
his benefits i" 
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CHAFFEE VI. 

THE BEN KF1T8 THAT WOUIiD F1X>W TO THK 
OHTOOH FEOM THE ADOPTION OP THIS KTJLE. 

It is always presumed that the Christian 
loves the Church, and is willing to undergo 
labor and practice self-denial for her pros- 
perity. How could it be otherwise ? Rec- 
ollections of the happiness he has enjoyed 
in her services force upon him the words 
of the psalmist: "How amiable are thy tab- 
ernacles, O Lord of Hosts 1" But he sees in 
the Church far more than a source of joy 
and refuge for his own spirit ; it is the visi- 
ble regenerative power of the earth. All 
that is great and good in modern times has 
proceeded from her wondrous life ; beyond 
her pale are ignorance, misery, and desola- 
tion. He sees in the Church the great ele- 
ment of human progress, and knows that the 
hopes of humanity are bound up in her ex- 
tension. Knowing that the design of God 
is no less than the redemption of the world, 
using the Church as the visible means, he at 
once realizes that her only proper character 
is aggressive, occupying the ground from 
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one outpost to another until the world shall 
be filled with his glory. Yet a hasty glance 
at the manner in which she has fulfilled this 
her true aggressive character, leads him to 
confess that it has not been proportionate to 
her lofty aims, or to the commands of her 
Master. 

It is true he sees in this period of her his- 
tory an activity far in advance of former 
years. Her missionaries are planting the 
standard of the cross in but newly-discover 
ed lands ; her Bibles are multiplied like the 
sands on the sea-shore ; her colporteurs are 
finding the paths that lead to neighborhoods 
unvisited by ordinary means of grace; her 
Sabbath schools are molding the minds of 
millions of the young; but when his eye 
wanders over the vast concourse of the 
earth's people, he is led to exclaim, " Wnat 
are these among so many ! " The convic- 
tion forces itself upon his mind that the 
Church is not acting up to the demands of 
the age. Tet she is the only hope of the 
age. The people are wounded on account 
of their transgressions, and she alone has the 
balm for their cure. They are thirsting for 
the waters of life that flow only through her 
channels. In the midst of their agony they 
cry, "Come over and help us I" We look 
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about and inquire, ""Who will go!" One 
comes forward whose soul is imbued with a 
holy zeal to save spnls; he says, "Send me." 
The means are sought to provide for him in 
his mission ; they come reluctantly, or en- 
tirely fail. Our eyes wander again across 
the blue ocean, and the people stand pale, 
emaciated, perishing for lack of the bread 
of life. We look to heaven, and from its 
stillness a beseeching voice pleads, " Go ye, 
therefore, into all the world." 

The design of the Church is to evangelize 
the world. No one can read his Bible and 
come to any other conclusion. The lands 
that have never heard the name, of Jesus 
are to become vocal with his praise. The 
isles of the sea are to echo back the joyful 
strains of the continent. The poor and out- 
cast of our Christian lands are to be brought 
into the service of the Lord. It is a great 
work, you say ; yes, the design was heaven- 
born, and shows the amplitude of infinite 
love and compassion. Bnt you cannot 
doubt that the Church is able to accomplish 
it if she would use all her capacities, under 
the direction of the word and the Spirit. 
Let us examine this work a little more care- 
fully ; for perhaps nothing can so well pre- 
sent to us the duty of the Church as an in- 
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telligent apprehension of the demands of 
the world upon her aid. 

In looking at the religions condition of 
men, the most important fact which strikes 
the eye of every observer, is, that the 
false religions of the world are tottering 
with age, and are about to fall in pieces 
and crumble into dust. There is no form 
of false religion in the earth that is as 
strong now, or capable of exerting as much 
influence, as in some former time in then- 
history. The better acquaintance we have 
formed with the nations has assured us that 
these ancient faiths have no life, and are 
rapidly relaxing their hold on the masses of 
the people. They have been contemned 
long since by the intelligent, except so far 
as their connection with the state has made 
them a source of power for the accomplish- 
ment of personal aggrandizement or ambition. 
These forms of error are imbecile, and were 
it not for the protecting hand of the state 
had long since fallen. The result of a re- 
ligious revolution in these lands would bo 
atheism, or some form of the supernatural, 
which, as far as it affected the soul, would 
be no better. "We cannot hope that a revo- 
lution would be of any profit to them, un- 
less as the bands of false religion are 
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broken, Christianity can be present with. 
her missionaries, and Bibles, and tracts, to 
give a good direction to their newly-ac- 
qnired freedom. May we not believe that 
God in infinite mercy is permitting things 
to remain as they are, until the Church is 
ready to do her duty in providing means to 
evangelize theworld? Without much greater 
liberality, she is certainly unprepared for the 
immediate execution of her mission. 

This inquiry is sufficiently interesting to 
be pursued with greater minuteness. Many 
of the nations have but few and faint traces 
of civilization; and when in this condition 
we might expect their superstitions to. yield 
immediately, and take the form of the relig- 
ion of those from whom they receive their 
civilization. They have never felt the force 
of fanaticism. They cling to the forms of 
religion which they possess, partly because 
they came from their fathers, and partly 
because they have never seen or known any 
thing better. It is a decayed and withered 
reUc of no real value, which they would 
readily exchange for a religion of life and 
power. 

Elevated above these, China attracts our 
attention. Religion with this people is a 
name, not a living power. There is no in- 
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telligence in the strange superstitions of tliis 
people ; and, 'what is still stranger, they are 
as wanting in passion and feeling as in mind. 
Their form of religion could not exist with- 
out the present form of government, and 
while we are writing that seems to be pass- 
ing away. The great revolution now shaking 
that empire from center to circumference, is 
casting the idols to the bats and the moles, 
and proposes to install in their place what 
they intend for Christianity. If they suc- 
ceed, what a work opens to the Church. 
Four hundred millions of immortal souls 
asking for the bread of life, and to be shown 
the way to heaven. 

India, with her Brahmins, like so many 
enchanters holding the people in awe, is, 
perhaps, less vulnerable than any other 
stronghold of heathendom. But even here 
the preaching of the cross has been the 
" power of God unto salvation." There is 
hope for India, for the power of her formal 
devotions is growing less every day, as they 
are brought into comparison with the religion 
of Christ and the civilization of modern 
Europe. It was in these lands that the 
modern missionaries first planted their stand- 
ards, placing them in a position in which, 
if they triumphed, it might be proof that 
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there was no danger of failure in any other 
direction. 

Look at Mohammedanism. ' The empire 
in which it reigns bears all the marks of a 
speedy decay, and nothing better can be said 
of its faith. It has long ceased to be aggres- 
sive, and has been encroached npon in more 
than one direction. The wise men of the 
nation are compelled to see that the religion 
of Christ is superior to that of Mohammed, 
and they have lost all confidence in its power 
to arouse the nation to life. The concessions 
that have been made to Christians, especially 
during the progress of the war, indicate that 
the day dawns in which we shall have set 
before us an open door. We must prepare 
to enter it. 

The next step brings us into the presence 
of that baleful superstition that has been en- 
gendered and nurtured in the very heart of 
Christianity — Horn an ism. But if the day of 
her glory has not departed, and the vanity 
and decrepitude of second childhood is not 
settling down upon her, then we have no clnes 
by which to trace the labyrinthian march of 
history. Her power has been waning for 
these two hundred years «o palpably, that 
none, except herself, has the hardihood to 
deny it. The coldness of death has long 



da, Google 



THE BENEFITS TO 1 

since come upon her extremities, and cannot 
be much longer kept from her heart. The 
power that ruled the nations has become too 
abject to claim the respect of her children, 
and seeks foreign aid to gain a night's se- 
curity. 

Had we space to examine more particu- 
larly into the condition of these nations, the 
facta would stand out in bolder relief. It 
has been said by a writer now living, " Ko 
such singular conjuncture of symptoms 
throughout the world has ever before in- 
vited the activity and zeal of Christians. 
And if the pressure of responsibility is at all 
times great upon them, in this behalf it has 
acquired a treble might, inasmuch as it 
seems that the antagonistic powers are fast 
drawing ofFfrom the field. Looking out to 
the long and many-colored array of ghostjy 
domination, which stretches its lines across 
plains and hills, we discern movement ; but 
it is the stir of retreat : encampments are 
breaking up, barriers are trampled upon, 
standards are furled, the clarion of dismay is 
sounded. This, this, then, is the hour for the 
hosts of the Lord to snatch their weapons 
and be up I" 

May we not inquire, How stands the 
Church while these auspicious signals loom 
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np in the distance I What preparation has 
she made, and is she now making, to go in 
and possess the land from which God is driv- 
ing out the enemy from hiB strongholds ! 

Commerce has found, or will find in a few 
years, her way to all the nations of the earth, 
and has thns indicated the way and provided. 
conveyance for the missionary of the cross. 
The improvements in ship-building, andthe 
application of steam-power to vessels, have 
made the pilgrimage of years a pleasure- 
journey for the summer months. The in- 
vention of printing, and the improvements 
made in presses in the few past years, enable 
ns to issue religious books with such rapid- 
ity and cheapness, that it is now possible 
to supply every family of the earth. God 
has shown the vein in which the silver and 
the gold has been hid for ages from the eyes 
of those who loved him not, and poured it 
into the lap of Christian nations. The 
. Church has not been negligent of God's 
goodness; but she has not made that con- 
secration which the peculiar state of the 
world demands. We have organized mis- 
sionary societies, and sent out men to preach 
the everlasting Gospel ; but what are this 
handful of men for the millions in ignorance 
of the true God ? The Bible societies have 
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multiplied Bibles; but are not thousands, 
even in our own land, famishing for the 
bread of life 'i ' The tract societies have scat- 
tered the writings of holy men ; but how 
few have seen the eolportenr in his mission 
of love. The Church has made an import- 
ant step in progress, in acknowledging that 
she is not doing enough. But why is not 
greater progress made! Because she has 
not returned to the primitive mode in pro- 
viding for her charities and duties. She has, 
indeed, gained vision to see, written in burn- 
ing words, the command to preach the Gos- 
pel to all nations ; but so far, at least, has 
failed to revive the only system by which 
she can provide for the work. 

We need men and money. We have 
no doubt that men can be found when 
the means are sure to be provided to Bend 
them out and sustain them in their labors. 
Let the Church give unmistakable Bigns that 
she is in earnest, and men, who count not 
their lives dear for the sake of the Gospel, 
will be found in abundance. What we need 
above all things at this moment,is the adop- 
tion of the Christian rule of systematic ben- 
eficence by every member of the Church, 
and the work of salvation would go forward. 

It would increase the amount of means at 
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the disposal of. the Church, by securing a 
larger number of contributors. This would 
lead them to more activity and interest in their 
Church relations ; it would insure the pray- 
erB of the members iD behalf of her benevo- 
lent designs, and thus lead to spirituality of 
life. Unity of faith is often produced by 
union of effort. The amounts received by 
our benevolent organizations fall far short of 
what they could profitably expend. There 
is scarcely a missionary station that would 
not be benefited by an increase of laborers and 
larger means. Many new stations would be 
established . where the hand of Providence 
indicates good prospect of success. Bibles 
could be distributed in much greater num- 
bers without giving too many to the people. 
Who does not know that there is not a de- 
nomination whose contributions are sufficient 
to enable them to occupy all the field open- 
ing before them. Nor will the amount be 
sufficient until all give, and give in liberal 
proportion to their prosperity. The rule 
observed would not only secure a greater 
number of contributors, but more than 
double the amount from those who now 
give. 

It would give a steady flow to the chariMea 
of the Gkwch, and in this particular greatly 
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increase her efficiency. So long as onr 
gatherings are from impulse, rather than by 
a settled rule taken from the Scriptures, we 
cannot expect great success. How often do 
the directors of our benevolent societies mate 
appropriations with trembling. They find 
the treasury empty; but a call comes, so ur- 
gent that it seems impossible to refuse, and 
they borrow to supply the present necessity, 
yet with doubts ae to the probability of meet- 
ing the loan from the coming contributions. 
How often, when they are malting appro- 
priations for the coming year, are they com- 
pelled to make the sums less than the 
exigencies of the Church demand. This 
is a source of continual anxiety to the 
directors. But all this would pass away 
with the adoption of the Gospel system. 
Let every Christian give as God requires, 
and they could trust in the great Ruler of 
the universe to provide the means to carry 
on his work. The funds would continu- 
ally flow into the Chnrch from all direc- 
tions, and every claim would be met with 
rejoicing. No system of finance adopted 
to supply a national treasury would be pro- 
ductive of equal advantages, for it is de- 
vised by a power and wisdom that man has 
never reached. 
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System in benefiemee would place the 
Church he/ore the world in her true charac- 
ter. The world does not — cannot — doubt the 
correctness and superiority of the Christian 
faith, and but little fault can be found with 
her Church organizations. What the world 
wants is a higher life in the Church — a deep- 
er consecration to the cause of religion. In 
too many instances the practice is not equal 
to the profession. Especiallydoes the world 
see a wide difference between the benevo- 
lence taught in the Bible and that practiced 
in the Church. How often has it been said, 
" If you think that all men will be lost who 
are not saved through a knowledge of 
Christ, why do you not make greater efforts 
for the cause of salvation I Why not send 
crowds of missionaries to every land? Why 
not print thousands of Bibles where you now 
print dozens ? The members of the Church 
certainly have abundant means." There is 
some truth in the taunt, although it is not 
uttered in the right spirit. Tet we are com- 
pelled to confess that many claim to live for 
Christ who do little or nothing for his cause. 
The Bible says it is more blessed to give than 
to receive, yet many seem intent to give the 
smallest possible sum. How different all this 
would be under the system we advocate. 

- Google' 



109 

Could every follower of Christ be seen taking 
a careful inventory of his property, and ap- 
propriating all the proceeds not necessary 
for his own wants to send the Bible to the 
ignorant, food to the hungry, clothes to the 
naked, the messenger of mercy to the Bick 
and imprisoned, there would indeed be an 
argument for the divinity of the religion 
of Christ invulnerable to the assaults of 
men or devils. This is just the proof that 
is needed above all others in this age of the 
world. 

It follows from the above, that the adop- 
tion of this system would lead the Church 
to a holier life. Her latent power would be 
developed, and her progress evident to all 
beholders. The exercise of benevolence 
would lead to the growth of all those graces 
and virtues which are at once the proof and 
beauty of the new life. It may well be 
doubted if the highest spiritual attainments 
are possible without a careful cultivation of 
this grace. But this would, of necessity, lead 
to spiritual advancement ; for giving would 
lead to praying, praying in return to self- 
denial, that we might give more, having 
learned the blessedness of giving. It is the 
consecration of all we have, and are, and hope 
to be, to the cause of Christ that brings us into 
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the most intimate covenant relations with 
him, and places ns under hia care and keeping. 
Would it not promote our communion with 
God, to so admit him into all our worldly 
affairs as to consult him in all we do % 
Would it not have a holy, tranquilizing 
effect on oar souls, to be assured that we 
were doing hia will! We should certainly 
thus find ourselves living in a purer at- 
mosphere. 

The Church would be enabled to enter 
every avenue of usefulness, and make her 
presence felt in all grades of society. There 
is no human being who is not worthy the 
effort to save him. Yet how many is the 
Church, in her seeming poverty, compelled 
to pass by. There is yet a great work for 
Christianity, upon which she entered, as it 
were, but yesterday. We mean a work 
among the streets and alleys, in the hovels 
and cellars. She needs stout-hearted divers, 
to go down into the depths of crime and pol- 
lution and bring up precious immortal souls. 
Such a work is impossible as long as we 
move along in our present style. The ele- 
ments of piety are among as, bat they are 
comparatively inactive. How shall they be 
put in operation? You say, By the out- 
pouring of the Holy Ghost. , But may we ex- 
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pect this baptism before we prepare the way? 
" Bring ye all the tithes into the store-house, 
that there may be meat in my house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
boats, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour yon oat a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to receive 
it." Do not spiritualize this passage, as 
the custom is, so as to take away its force. 
It means just what it says. There have 
been withholden from God his just and es- 
tablished claims upon our temporal prosperi- 
ty, and when we return in sincerity of heart 
to the Gospel measure and manner of giving, 
we may expect a revival of his work that 
will shake the earth. 

It has been the reproach hurled at us by in- 
fidelity for these many years, that the Church 
has not proper sympathy with the lower 
classes — that we have not paid them the 
attention that they may lawfully claim from 
a body whose example is the Saviour of men. 
True, indeed, they do not cast the reproach 
at us because they are more benevolent at 
heart, but it is the most forcible argument 
they can wield. This reproach may be done 
away. Let the membership provide the 
means, by an adoption of this system, and it 
will be seen that the Church is true to the 
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mission given her. The devoted labors of 
her Head will be reproduced in every street, 
and alley, and lane, and highway. The poor 
and unfortunate will have the Gospel preachy 
ed to them, and their dwellings be filled 
with songs of praise instead of bacchanalian 
revels and blasphemies. The labors already 
given in this direction have been abund- 
antly blessed of God. They come within 
the province of those engaged in saving 
souls. 

This system, we candidly believe, would 
greatly aid the Church in preparing for that 
final contest with infidelity and heathenism' 
which lies in her pathway in the subjuga- 
tion of this world to Christ. That a period 
of enlarged liberality shall coine, ushering 
in the glorious triumph of the Saviour's 
kingdom, our Bibles plainly tell us. No 
form of covetouBness will be found ih the 
latter-day glory. The wealth of the world 
is yet to be brought and laid upon the altar 
of the Church, for men will learn that its 
best uBe is in the service of God. We hope 
our eyes may see the day when every one will 
give, not what he can conveniently spare, but 
all that can be devoted to this purpose by strict 
economy and self-denial. " Then shall the 
offerings of Jodsh and Jerusalem be pleasant 
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onto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in 
the former years." Hear the word of proph- 
ecy. "The merchandise of Tyre shall be 
holiness to the Lord ; it shall not be treasured 
nor laid up." " Snrely the isles shall wait for 
me, and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring 
thy sons from far, their wlver and their gold 
with them, unto the name of the Lord thy 
God." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE PERSONAL BENEFITS TO BE DKB1TBD FBOM 
THE ADOPTION OF THE OHBISTIAH LAW OB 

SYSTEMATIC BBWHiflOENOE. 

This view of the subject has been frequently 
remarked upon in the body of the essay, and 
presupposed in the whole exposition and 
argument. Yet it may be considered par- 
ticularly, in relation to its temporal as well 
as spiritual advantages. God lias so inter- 
woven command and reward, duty and bless- 
ing, that it will not be improper to inquire 
what benefit may be personally .gained by 
adopting this system as our guide in mat- 
ters relating to property and income. 

The adoption of this system would lead to 
the highest degree of temporal prosperity. 
This statement has already been noticed as 
a well-defined doctrine of the Bible. Giving 
to charitable and religious objects does not 
cause us to lack the necessaries of life, for 
God has promised to repay with his own 
bountiful hand. Many have continued poor 
all their days, because they failed to make a 
right use of the property committed to their 
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care — appropriating to themselves the por- 
tion belonging to God. If we have been 
unfaithful in comparative poverty, how can 
we expect to have riches intrusted to us& 
We complain that we have not been prosper- 
ed as others. Has it not been because we 
were unfaithful stewards? 

This system develops habits of economy 
and industry in the business and laboring 
man. "When we engage in any enterprise, 
our success depends greatly upon the degree 
in which it can concentrate all our energies. 
The whole soul cannot be interested without 
we have before us a lofty purpose — an aim 
worthy our immortal natures. Then we can 
command industry, for it is a delight ; we 
can devise a practical system, for the desire 
of present success yields to the grander pur- 
pose of a final triumph ; we can practice 
economy, for the end to be accomplished is 
worthy the keenest self-denial. What is the 
end of your business now $ To gather wealth 
to gratify your bodily desires, to have a name 
among the influential, or, it may be, simply 
because it has been the habit of yonr life. 
You have been often compelled to exclaim, 
It is a hard lot, and sigh for a relief from it. 
Why) Because a suspicion crosses your mind 
that the labor will not be recompensed by 
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the end obtained. But how different would 
be your feelings had yon the assurance that 
your daily labor was for God, and recorded 
on high. The knowledge that you were aid- 
ing by your liberality to rescue a world from 
Bin would make toil sweet It would enlarge 
your soul. You would find it expanding 
your faculties, concentrating your powers, 
directing your energies, and leading to cer- 
tain success. In the midst of earth's toil, 
how sweet would be the anticipation of that 
rest which remains for God's people. Ton 
would appreciate the truth of the apostle's 
saying: "For me to live is Christ, to die is 
gain." 

Systematic benqficmoe would give you char- 
acter in the business world. There is no 
greater error than that which underlies the 
often insinuated objection against religion, 
that the effort to combine religion and busi- 
ness is fatal to the latter. If it were required 
to substantiate such an atheistic sentiment 
by an appeal to facts, its falsity would be 
readily detected and exposed. If men have' 
confidence in your religions profession, they 
will pay due deference to it ; and if they 
have confidence in your business capacity, 
they will select you to transact their business 
in preference to others, — that is, if they wish 
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it done honestly. They have more confidence 
in that man who does all things for the glory 
of God than in the one who has no other end 
in ..view than his own emolument. In no 
other manner can you so successfully convince 
men of your Christian character, as by a 
practical and continual acknowledgment of 
God in your business. It is a phase of Chris- 
tianity which will gain their entire confi- 
dence. Suppose the employer of a day- 
laborer knew that a portion of his well-earn- 
ed remuneration was each day or week set 
apart for charitable and religious uses, would 
it induce the employer, oven if an Infidel or 
Atheist, to reduce his wages ? Would it not 
rather waken conviction in his heart that 
religion was a reality. 

If the principles and practice of benefi- 
cence, as taught in the Bible, were made aa 
much a part of Christian practice as prayer, 
we have no doubt there would be such a 
flow of wealth to the Chnrch as woold as- 
tonish the world. The fact that prosperity 
attends beneficence has been so much disre- 
garded that it has almost ceased to be a 
matter of faith, but this does not disprove its 
truth. Look about you, and single out the 
man, if you'can, who has practiced a liberal 
and intelligent distribution of his means in 
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charity, and show it to have been a disad- 
vantage to him.- Take the testimony of those 
who have done so ; does it not all tend to 
establish the truth of God's word in this 
respect ? Let it not be condemned till you 
have made the trial yourself. Put it to the 
test which the Saviour authorized: "If any 
man will do his will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God or whether I 
speak of myself." 

Bnt these are wmwr advantages in com- 
parison with the great end which we would 
keep in view. Yonr growth in grace de- 
pends upon the adoption of systematic benef- 
icence. Would you advance steadily as a 
Christian) nnite giving to praying, and your 
desire will not fail of gratification. "Deal 
thy bread to the hungry; bring the poor that 
are. cast ont to thy house; when thou seest 
the poor naked cover him. . . Then shall thy 
light break forth as the morning, and thy 
health shall spring forth speedily : and thy 
righteousness shall go before thee ; the glory 
of the Lord shall be thy rere-ward. Then 
shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; 
thou shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am." 

The highest possible happiness to be ob- 
tained in this world, is to be assured that we 
are accepted of God through Christ, and that 
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we are codperating with our Master in saving 
souls. When we know that we are employ- 
ed in this service, laying up in store a good 
foundation against the time to come, we can 
look to the future without fear. There have 
been many persons who, as they looked npon 
the perils of trade, have come to the conclu- 
sion, for a time, that great progress in the 
divine life was not possible to those engaged 
in ordinary traffic. This was at one time 
the opinion of Normand Smith, and he dis- 
engaged himself front business ; but a bet- 
ter study of the Scriptures taught him that 
his business could be conducted in the 
fear of God. He adopted a noble scheme 
of beneficence, allowing it to keep pace 
with his business, and the resnlt was not 
only an intimate communion with God, 
but unparalleled prosperity in temporal 
things. One who has practically proven this 
says, "This system has been of great advan- 
tage to me, enabling me to feel that my life 
is directly employed for God. It has tended 
to increase my faith, and led me to look for- 
ward with greater joy toward my heavenly 
home. It has afforded me great happiness 
in enabling me to portion out the Lord's 
money, and has enlisted my mind more in 
the progress of Christ's cause. Happy priv- 
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ilege, which the humblest may enjoy, of 
thus associating the common labors of life 
with the grateful service of the Saviour, and 
making that which naturally leads jhe heart 
from God, subserve the highest spiritual 
good." 

The angel said to Cornelias, " Thy prayers 
and thy alms are come up for a memorial 
before God." The conjunction of praying 
and giving has ever been a marked charac- 
teristic of the most eminent servants of 
Christ. How could it be otherwise 1 Nor 
must it be overlooked, that the concurrent 
testimony of all those who have devised 
liberal plans of giving, establishes the fact of 
a decided growth in grace. Have you seen 
others ontstrip yon in the Gospel race while 
you seemed to be making an effort equal to 
theirs ? Examine carefully into it, and see 
if their constant giving will not solve the 
problem. 



We have now examined, according to the 
plan proposed at the beginning, the teach- 
ings of the Bible in relation to the right use 
of property, and urged upon you the accept- 
ance of the Bible system ; we shall be happy 
indeed if we have convinced you that sys* 
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tematic beneficence is plainly taught in the 
ScriptureB, and still more happy if you have 
consented, in the fear of Clod, to adopt the 
system set forth. 

The whole" argument from the Bible is 
comprised in the following propositions : — 

1. Property is the gift of God ; not essen- 
tial to secure the favor of God or worldly 
happiness, bat placed in our hands as stew- 
ards, to be used for his glory, as a powerful 
instrument in promoting the temporal and 
spiritual advantage of mankind. 

2. Beneficence has been commanded, not 
only to carry out the great scheme of Chris- 
tianizing the world, and supplying the wants 
of the poor and unfortunate, but also as a 
healthy and necessary exercise and discipline 
for the religious affections, and essential to 
the highest development of the spiritual life. 

3. To give practical efficiency and secure 
perpetuity to these designs, God has ar- 
ranged and commanded them in a simple 
and comprehensive system. 

4. This system obligates every Christian 
to provide a charitable fund, derived from 
free-will offering, set apart at stated times, 
in proportion as God has given prosperity, 
that it may meet all proper calls for charity 
or benevolence. 
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In addition to this argument, drawn di- 
rectly from the Bible, we have considered 
that the adoption of this system would — 

1. Benefit the Christian, Church, in sup- 
plying means to meet her demands for the 
evangelization of the world, and permitting 
her to accomplish the benevolent designs for 
which she was established. 

2. Benefit the members of the Church per- 
' sonally in providing an antidote to covetous- 

iiesa, and securing for them the largest tem- 
poral and spiritual prosperity. 

If these propositions and arguments are 
well founded, they deserve your careful con- 
sideration and cheerful acquiescence. But 
how different is this system from the general 
practice of the Church. And we may remark 
also, how delinquent are Christians in the 
neglect of such a benevolence as the word of 
God warrants and commands. But we believe 
a brighter day is dawning upon the Church; 
that she is about to return to the practice of 
that beneficence which was once a part of 
her glory. If such a reform is effected, 
then may the best hopes of her sons and 
daughters be realized. The revival of the 
missionary spirit has quickened her pulsa- 
tions ; it needs but the revival of systematic 
beneficence to send the blood to the far- 
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thest extremities. God hasten the day ! la 
not this the response of every Christian 
heart ) The advent of this period depends 
to some extent npon your individual efforts. 
Adopt the system yourself. "Recommend it 
to yonr friends and brethren in the Church. 
Test its heavenly virtues, and then spread 
abroad its praises. Do yon hesitate to adopt 
so plain a rule — one that would so benefit 
the Church and yourself? Search your 
heart, and see if there is not remaining a 
portion of covetousness. Bemember who 
commands it — whose name it would glorify. 
Sit down, then, without delay, and make 
a careful and conscientious computation of 
the sums necessary to support and educate 
your family in a comfortable but economical 
manner; add to this the necessary increase 
that should be made to your capital, for 
economical business purposes, and then 
sacredly devote the remainder to purposes 
of benevolence. Determine that yon will 
not let your capital exceed a specified sum, 
which should not be more than a comfort- 
able provision for your family in case of 
your decease. .As your capital increases, 
give annually a larger per cent, of its in- 
crease ; and when it has reached the sum 
determined npon, give away all yonr in- 
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